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Campaigning 
Starts in 
parliamentary, 
local elections 


By Askold Krushelnycky 

(RFE/RL)—Ukzainians go to the polls March 31 to elect a new parlia- 
ment and fill thousands of municipality positions from city mayor to town 
council member. 

The elections for parliament will be closely watched. For most of the 
decade that Ukraine has been independent, successive parliaments have 
been bitterly divisive, generating much noise but little action. 

The Communists have constituted the largest single group in рагіїа- 
ment. They and their allies have been strong enough to block legislation 
pushed by Western-style liberals and pro-market reformers, but not large 
enough to push through the changes they would like. 

The divided state of parliament has left effective power in the hands of 
President Leonid Kuchma. He has exploited the divisions to build tempo- 
rary alliances that serve his interests. 

Most ordinary Ukrainians are tired of the bickering and hope the vote 
will produce an assembly that is able to act effectively. 

That hope was boosted by the emergence of a bloc of 10 democratic 
parties under the leadership of former Prime Minister Viktor Yushchenko. 

But questions remain over whether the election will be fair. 

Previous votes have been marred by allegations of ballot-box stuffing 
an charges that not all candidates were granted equal access to the me- 

U.S. Undersecretary of State for Global Affairs Paula Dobriansky ex- 
pressed concer during a visit to Ukraine that the presidential administra- 
tion was abusing its power with regard to the media and registering candi- 
dates. 

The director of the American-funded Pylyp Orlyk Institute for Democ- 
гасу, Markian Bilynsky, says there have been some changes to prevent 
the cruder sorts of election violations. 

“The current election law is an improvement on its predecessor in the 
sense that it tightens up some of the party controls over the counting pro- 
cess, reporting process, etc. How- 
ever, that is possibly the only sub- 
stantial difference between the elec- 
tion environment or pre-election en- 
vironment today and in 1998.” 

He says the most important vio- 
lations in the electoral procedure are 
usually more subtle — such as re- 
Stricting candidate access to the 
media — and not obvious to the gen- 
eral public. 

“The violations in Ukraine have 
always been — despite accusations 
that the government is very unsubtle 
— the violations have always, in 
fact, been long-term and very subtle. 
In fact, subtle to the extent that they 
are not even perceived, I think, by 
most of the electorate as being vio- 
lations.” 

He predicts the presidential ad- 
ministration will use its resources to 
promote a party called “Za Yednu 
Ukrajinu” (For a United Ukraine), 
which is seen as Kuchma’s instru- 
ment in parliament. Bilynsky says 
Kuchma’s priority is to have an obe- 
dient, stable majority in parliament 
to carry out his will. 

“The key player in this election 
will be the president but obviously 
not in a formal manner. But the 
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Reception in commemoration of the 10th Anniversary of Canada-Ukraine diplomatic relations, Canadian Em- 
bassy in Kyiv, Feb. 18. Left to right: Canadian Ambassador Andrew Robinson; Gar Knutson, Canadian Secre- 
tary of State for Central and Eastern Europe and the Middle East; Yurii Serheyev, Ukraine’s Ministry of For- 


eign Affairs. 


Newly appointed secretary visits Ukraine 


(RFE/RL/Eastern Economist/Embassy of Canada in 
Ukraine)—Gar Knutson, Canada’s newly appointed 
secretary of state for Central and Eastern Europe and 
the Middle East, met with Ukraine’s Prime Minister 
Anatoliy Kinakh and Foreign Minister Anatoliy Zlenko 
in Kyiv on Feb. 18 to discuss bilateral relations, AP 
reported. 

“There’s been a tremendous improvement over the 
last two years in terms of the potential that Ukraine 
offers for Canadian investment,” Knutson said, adding 
that he will pass on this message to potential Canadian 
investors. 


Knutson also touched upon Ukraine’s upcoming par- 
liamentary ballot, saying it will be an important step in 
the country’s post-Soviet development. “We were fol- 
lowing the elections with interest. 

There are no particular alarm bells going...right now,” 
Knutson added. 

Later, that evening, Knutson was hosted by Cana- 
dian Ambassador Andrew N. Robinson at a reception, 
held in the Canadian Embassy to commemorate the 10th 
Anniversary of Canada-Ukraine Diplomatic Relations. 

Representing Ukraine at this function, Ministry of 
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Товариство українсько-єврейських зв'язків 
просить надати митрополитові Шептицькому 
звання Праведника народів світу 


Вольф Москович, Радіо Свобода 

Товариство українсько-єв- 
рейських зв'язків уже кілька 
разів упродовж останніх двад- 
цяти років рекомендувало 
меморіальній установі Яд Вашем 
надати митрополитові Греко- 
католицької церкви Андрієві 
Шептицькому звання Праведника 
народів світу. Митрополит 
Шептицький сам урятував від 
голокосту кількох євреїв, а в 
монастирях знайшли притулок 
близько сотні єврейських дітей. 
Одначе з політичних причин 
цього звання митрополитові 
Шептицькому дотепер не дали. 

Виступаючи на прилюдному 
диспуті на цю тему, голова 
товариства українсько-єврей-- 
ських зв'язків Яків Сусленський 


й із фашистськими окупантами 
України. Шептицький, мовляв, 
зустрів хлібом-сіллю німців, бла-- 
гословив батальйон Нахтігаль 
після кривавого погрому, що 
влаштував у Львові цей батальон 
і таке інше. 

Опоненти Швейбіша вказували 
Ha те, що, рятуючи у Святоюр-- 
ському монастирі євреїв, Шеп-- 
тицький наражав себе та свою 
церкву на небезпеку. Шість разів 
німці обшукували монастир. 
Гімлер мав намір заарештувати 
Шептицького як українського 
націоналіста, проте не зробив 
цього з огляду на можливий 
протест віруючих. 

I брат митрополита Шептиць - 
кого Климентій, і п'ятеро інших 
ченців одержали звання Пра- 


навів факти, що свідчать на 
користь найшвидшого позитив-- 
ного вирішення цього питання. 
Його підтримала більшість 
присутніх, серед них львівський 
історик пан Гальстон, добре 
обізнаний із фактами. 

Is протилежною думкою вис-- 


Слуга Божий Митрополит 
Андрій Шептицький 


тупив єрусалимський історик 
Симон Швейбіш, який упродовж 
років працював у меморіальній 
установі Яд Вашем. Він твердив, 
що Шептицький був пов'язаний 
не тільки з мельниківцями, але 


ведників народів світу. 

"Учасники диспуту, на якому 
був присутній перший секретар 
посольства України в Тель-Авіві 
Володимир Плачинда, вирішили 
звернутися знов у цій справі до 
меморіальної установи Яд 
(Вашем. ; 
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ССУК -це добродійна, громадська установа, яка постачає 
суспільні послуги серед української громади 


UCSS - anon-profit organization, responding to Ше needs and 
interest of the Ukrainian Community 


Увага члени ССУК! 


UCSS Annual Meeting will be held 
on Saturday, APRIL 6, 2002, 2:00 p.m. 
at St. George's Parish Hall 11301 - 96 St. 
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Депутати звинувачують 
Конгрес США у втручанні 
у внутрішні справи України 


(Українська Правда/нтерфакс- Україна- вибори) - 
Депутати Верховної Ради України з розумінням 
сприймають побажання парламентів інших країн 
щодо необхідності проведення демократичних і 
прозорих виборів в Україні, але такі побажання 
не мають набувати "рис політичної дискредитації 
і втручання у внутрішні справи України". 

Про це говориться в заяві депутатських фракцій 
українського парламенту з приводу внесеного до 
Kongpecy США проекту резолюції щодо виборів 
в Україні. 

Для забезпечення демократичних виборів Bep— 
ховна Рада України ухвалила новий виборчий закон, 
який є значно більш довершеним, ніж попередній. 
У ньому врахований досвід минулих виборів, а 
також виборча практика багатьох європейських 
країн, втілені основні принципи демократичних, 
вільних і чесних виборів, які викладені в низці 
міжнародних документів, підписаних і ратифіко- 
ваних Україною, зазначається в заяві. 

Закон створив умови для широкої присутності 
як вітчизняних, так і закордонних спостерігачів 


під час виборчого процесу. Верховна Рада 
ухвалила відповідну постанову і вже запросила 
більше ніж тисячу спостерігачів від закордонних 
країн і міжнародних організацій, підкреслюють 
депутати. 

Під час обговорення і затвердження нового 
виборчого закону парламент. України висловив 
найвищу зацікавленість в тому, щоб вибори 31 
березня проходили в рамках демократії, гласності 
i рівного доступу політичних сил до засобів 
масової інформації, говориться у заяві. 

Парламент України категорично висловився 
проти будь-яких ознак адміністративного тиску 
на виборців і протиправного втручання владних 
структур у виборчий процес. Враховуючи 
повідомлення з місць про порушення виборчого 
закону, Верховна Рада заслухала звіт голови 
ЦВК, і створила тимчасову слідчу комісію з 
питань реалізації виборчих прав громадян країни. 
Р5. Від УП. Насправді, проект резолюції 
підготував тільки Сенат США, який є однією з 
палат Kongpecy. 


Потебенько порушить 
кримінальну справу проти Кучми? 


(Українська Правда/інтерфакс- Україна) Члени 
депутатського об'єднання "Антимафія" Григорій 
Омельченко, Анатолій Єрмак і Віктор Шишкін 
просять Генерального прокурора України порушити 
кримінальну справу відносно президента Леоніда 
Кучми "за здійснення дій, які сприяли прем'єр- 
міністру Павлу Лазаренку організувати вбивства 
народних депутатів України Євгена Щербаня і 
Вадима Гетьмана". 

У депутатському зверненні на ім'я генпрокурора 
Михайла Потебенька зазначається, що Омельченко, 
Єрмак і Шишкін неодноразово інформували 
президента про незаконну діяльність екс-прем! ера 
і просили Кучму зобов'язати Службу безпеки і 
Генпрокуратуру провести відповідне розслідування. 
Депутати цікавляться, чому президент, знаючи 
про злочинну діяльність Лазаренка, "не приймав 
відповідних заходів для припинення цієї діяльності 
і притягнення його до карної відповідальності, а 
нагороджував і призначав Лазаренка на особливо 
важливі посади". 

Депутати також посилаються на заяву адвокатів 
екс-прем'єра, в якій стверджується, що захист 
має у своєму розпорядженні "переконливі докази 
і копії банківських платіжок, які вказують на те, 
що участь у відмиванні грошей, яке інкримінується 
Лазаренку, розповсюджується також і на пре- 
зидента України Кучму". 

Адвокати також стверджують, що "документи, 
які є у них на руках, однозначно вказують на те, 
що Кучма фактично підтримував комерційну 
діяльність Лазаренка, брав в ній участь, а за свої 
призначення Лазаренка перераховував великі суми 


валюти не тільки на особисті валютні рахунки 
Кучми, але і на валютні рахунки, які ним 
контролювалися". 

Автори звернення заявляють, що "якби 
президент Кучма не покривав злочинну діяльність 
Лазаренка, він ще у 1995-1996 роках був би 
притягнутий до карної відповідальності за довер- 
шені злочини,.. якби Кучма не призначив 
Лазаренка на пости першого віце-прем'єр- 
міністра, а потім - прем'єр-міністра, то народні 
депутати України Вадим Гетьман і Євген 
Щербань були б живі". 

На думку депутатів, "причинами й умовами, 
які сприяли колишньому прем'єр-міністру 
України Лазаренку організувати вбивства 
народних депутатів України Гетьмана i Щербаня, 
було навмисне, з корисливих мотивів викорис- 
тання президентом України Кучмою влади і 
свого службового положення всупереч інтересам 
служби, а також невиконання ним своїх служ- 
бових обов'язків через несумлінне ставлення 
до них, що призвело до тяжких наслідків, таким 
чином, у діях президента України Кучми є 
ознаки злочинів, передбачених ч.2 ст. 364 і ч.2 
ст. 367 КК України". 

Депутати просять Потебенька порушити від- 
носно президента кримінальну справу "за 
ознаками злочинів, передбачених 4.2 ст. 364, 
ч.2 ст. 367 KK" і направити у парламент 
матеріали справи для розгляду Верховною Радою 
питання про усунення Кучми з посади у порядку 
імпічменту. 


Солтис повісився на петлі 


(Українська Правда/інтерфакс- Україна) "Щоб 
звести рахунки з життям Микола Солтис, звину- 
вачений у США за вбивство своєї сім'ї, зробив 
петлю з простирала і пластикового пакету, яку 
закріпив на світильнику своєї камери. 

14-гп лютого голова прес-служби МЗС країни 
Сергій Бороденков, посилаючись на інформацію 
посольства України і США, повідомив, що тіло 
Солтиса без ознак життя співробітники в'язниці 
знайшли у 7.00 за місцевим часом під час 
контрольного огляду камери. Смерть звинуваченого 
констатував черговий лікар в'язниці. 

Посольство України у США погодило з прокура- 
турою і адміністрацією в'язниці можливість 
передачі тіла і особистих речей ФСолтиса його 
родичам після проведення необхідних процедур. 
Також було узгоджене питання відносно надання 
його найближчим родичам безкоштовної консуль-- 
тації американського адвоката у разі можливої 
подачі цивільного позову з претензіями до рівня 
роботи пенітенціарної установи, в якій перебував 
Солтис. 

13-го лютого увечері ряд американських ЗМІ 
повідомили про те, що Солтис повісився у своїй 
камері. МЗС України підтвердив цей факт. 

Правоохоронні органи США висловили здиву- 


вання у зв'язку з тим, як це могло трапитися, 
враховуючи той факт, що арештант був ізольо-- 
ваний, і в його камері стояли пристрої нагляду. 

Як повідомлялося раніше, за попередніми дани. - 
ми початок суду над Солтисом був призначений 
на 19 березня. 11 лютого планувалося проведення 
проміжного слухання справи злочинця, під час 
якого повинні були уточнюватися деякі проце-- 
дурні питання. 

До моменту самогубства Солтис знаходився 
у камері-одиночці міської в'язниці Сакраменто 
(США), де проводилася досудова експертиза, 
що включає всі необхідні медичні обстеження. 
Захист залучив психолога з Сан-Франциско для 
проведення психічного обстеження і надання 
необхідною допомоги обвинуваченому. 

21-річний Солтис зарізав 20 серпня 2001 року 
вагітну дружину, своїх дядька і тітку, а також 
маленьких двоюрідних брата і сестру. Крім 
того, пізніше Солтис зарізав власного трирічного 
сина, якого захопив з собою при втечі. Після 
десяти днів пошуків Солтиса знайшли у дворі 
будинку його матері у Сакраменто. 

За даними (українського МЗС, Солтис, останні 
декілька років офіційно проживає в США, проте 
досі має українське громадянство. 
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Critically ill Ukrainian 
girl comes to Calgary 


Will receive possible life saving health 
services, thanks to Albertan woman 


(Medical Mercy Canada)—A Calgary-area woman is 
hoping Alberta’s pediatric doctors will be able to save a 
severely ill seven year-old girl who is from Ukraine. 
Oksana Oliynyk has already undergone three heart sur- 
geries and spent a total of nine months in Eastern Euro- 
pean hospitals due to a “hole in her heart” and resulting 
complications. Yet she remains in critical condition. 

A retired nurse from Balzac, Kathy Shuttleworth has 
spent the last year fundraising so that Oksana can be 
brought to Alberta to get the critical testing and treat- 
ment she needs, which isn’t available in her home coun- 
try. “I can’t rest until this unfortunate child has the medi- 
cal attention she deserves”, says Kathy. 

Oksana arrived in Calgary on Feb.17. She is sched- 
uled to undergo a number of tests and treatments 
throughout the next two weeks at Alberta Children’s 
Hospital. But if the tests prove Oksana’s condition war- 
rants surgery, the seven year-old will receive a fourth 
open-heart surgery. 

“This little girl’s most recent surgery involved replac- 
ing a heart valve, which was not successful. The result 
is she now has chronic congestive heart failure and se- 
vere physical limitations. Our hope is to investigate her 
heart using the latest medical technology available and 
offer her heart surgery that will allow her to live a nor- 
mal life”, says Dr. Michael Giuffre, Clinical Associate 
Professor of Medicine and Pediatrics Alberta Children’s 
Hospital. 

With the assistance of Calgary-based charity Medical 
Mercy Canada, Kathy Shuttleworth has so far raised 
$30,000 to cover the costs of bringing Oksana and her 
mother to Calgary and to cover the costs of the hospital 
tests. But if it’s discovered that the little girl needs an- 
other heart surgery, it could cost upwards in the range 
of $100,000. 

Dr. Giuffre and Edmonton pediatric heart surgeon, Dr. 
Ivan Rebeyka, Clinical Professor of Surgery and Pedi- 


atrics at the University of Alberta, have already vol- 
unteered their services at no cost should Oksana need 
surgery. However, additional funding will be required 
to cover the cost of Oksana’s hospitalization and post- 
operative care, which would take place in Edmonton 
at the University of Alberta Stollery Children’s Hos- 
pital. 

The problem lies in where the money to cover the 
costs associated with the surgery will come from. The 
combined income of Oksana’s mother, a teacher, and 
her father, a driver, amounts to only $105 a month. 
They will not be able to afford the surgery that could 
save their daughter’s life. 

Medical Mercy Canada is therefore appealing to the 
generosity of Canadians for financial support. The 
organization’s goal will be to raise $100,000. Fully 
tax-deductible donations can be made on-line at Medi- 
cal Mercy Canada’s Web site_ww.medicalmercy 
canada.org, <http://www.medicalmercycanada.org> or 
by mail to The Oksana Fund, c/o Medical Mercy 
Canada, Bankers Hall P.O. Box 22151, Calgary, 
Alberta T2P 415. 

Medical Mercy Canada is determined that 100% of 
Oksana’s expenses will be paid for through donations 
and fundraising efforts and that no Albertan or Cana- 
dian will be delayed in their treatment because of 
Oksana’s admission to a Canadian hospital. Oksana’s 
test results and diagnosis are expected the first week 
of March. 

“Medical Mercy Canada” (MMC) is a registered, 
non-governmental, non-religious, charitable organiza- 
tion started in Calgary, Alberta by Dr. Myron and 
Elaine Semkuley. MMC provides medical supplies, 
instruction and support for local social programs to 
Burmese refugees in Thailand and impoverished 
Ukraine villagers. MMC was officially registered as a 
charity with the Government of Canada in June 1999. 


UCC-OPC to survey leadership 
candidates on issues 


(UkrNews/UCC-OPC)—The Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress - Ontario Provincial Council is asking its 
branches and constituents to pose questions on issues 
relevant to the Ukrainian community in that province to 
the five Progressive Conservative Party leadership hope- 
fuls during the upcoming campaign. 

Among the questions UCC — OPC has raised are the 
following: 

« If elected, will you actively encourage the establish- 
ment of a Genocide Memorial Day in Ontario? 

« Will you raise the issue in Caucus? 

» As leader will you ensure that the appropriate fund- 
ing is provided to those entities in the Provincial Соу- 
emment charged with facilitating the observance of 
Ontario’s Genocide Memorial Day? 

« Will you publicly support provincial trade with 
Ukraine as other Provinces do? 

» If elected, will you publicly support an inclusive 
and balanced history curriculum in our schools that rec- 
ognizes events meaningful to multicultural communi- 
ties of Ontario? 

¢ Will you as leader pledge to allocate sufficient fund- 
ing to the Ministry of Education to include and main- 
tain heritage language schools (currently called “Inter- 


national language — elementary”, or “International lan- 
guage - high school”)? 

e As TV Ontario, mainly funded by the Ontario gov- 
егатепі, gives extremely meager recognition to the 
ethnic makeup of the province, will you as leader ad- 
vocate the establishment of an integrity or ethno-cul- 
tural ombudsman for TV Ontario so as to reflect the 
multicultural reality of Ontario and fairness in its pro- 
gramming? 

» Will you make certain that legislation is passed to 
allocate sufficient funding to establish and maintain 
such a position as ethno-cultural ombudsman? 

“T believe it is incumbent upon the UCC and its 
major organizations to initiate these important meet- 
ings with the candidates of any party leadership cam- 
paign,” says UCC — OPC President Walter Halchuk. 

“Tt is equally important that concerned Ukrainian 
Canadians in this province take an active role in this 
process — in this case to inform themselves on all the 
issues confronting the Ontario Progressive Conserva- 
tive Party, and specifically, to enlighten themselves 
on the concerns of the collective Ukrainian Canadian 
community in Ontario.” 


Newly appointed secretary visits Ukraine 


Cont. from P. 1 


Foreign Affairs State Secretary Yuriy Serheyev com- 
mented that Canada had been “a second home” to many 
Ukrainians and had offered moral support during the 
period of the Iron Curtain. 

Commenting on Knutson’s visit, Robinson, said: 
“Canada has always maintained close relations with 
Ukraine as an independent state.” 

“The visit of our Secretary of State is another sign of 
Canadian support for the continual evolution of 
Ukraine’s policy towards fuller integration into the Euro- 
Atlantic political and economic space. Canadian Deputy 
Prime Minister, Mr. John Manley, visited Ukraine two 
months ago (as Foreign Minister) and signed a renewal 


of the Special Partnership Declaration between Canada 
and Ukraine.” 

During his Feb. 17-19 visit, Knutson also exchanged 
views with Ukrainian officials on the involvement of 
Canadian companies in Ukraine. 

Knutson was first elected to Parliament in 1993 and 
was re-elected in 1997 and 2000. Appointed in 1998 
as Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime Minister, 
Knutson has also been a member of the House of Com- 
mons Standing Committee on Environment and sus- 
tainable Development, the Standing Joint Committee 
on Scrutiny of Regulations, and the House of Com- 
mons Standing Committee on Fisheries and Oceans. 


Edmonton Granite Memorials 


eS personalized designs pee EES 
GMI serving Albertans with dignity pare 
= or over 36 years “OF NORTHAMERICA 


Honour Your Family 
witha 


Work of Art 


Such monuments are available 
in various designs, styles and 
types of granite. 

_, All professionally manufactured 

. in any price range that 
you may choose. 


Courtesy Car « Senior Citizen Discounts » Pre-Need Arrangements 
OPEN: Mon.-Sat.. 8:00 - 5:00 
11023 - 97 St. Edmonton, Alberta TSH 2N1 Ph: 425-6311; 425-6320 


R.J.'s Tours Ltd 


11708-135A Street. Edmonton, Alberta T&M 1L5 
We specialize in travel and tours to UKRAINE 
and escorted group tours around the world 
Our staff is fluent in Ukrainian and English languages. 
Family owned and operated by Robert J. and Patricia Tomkins 


780-415-5633 Toll free 1-877-353-5633 
http://www.tourukraine.com e-mail: rjstours@tourukraine.com 


І July 2- 22-16 day first class all inclusive Mediterranean-Greek | 1 
! Isles Cruise aboard Orient Cruise lines. 2nd passenger pays ! 
з half price. Book by February 15th and save another $300.00 ! 

| рег couple. Guaranteed 1 category upgrade. 
Escorted by Robert J. Tomkins. 


July 8-23-16 day all inclusive group tour to WESTERN 
, UKRAINE. Our tour is the best in the industry. 
ONLY A FEW SEATS LEFT! 


Aug. 14 - 29 — 16 day all inclusive Ukraine cruise on the Dnipro 
River and Blask Sea and includes the Crimean Peninsula. 
4 CABINS LEFT! 


т Coming up this fall - our annual Country Music tour to 


: Nashville, Dollywood and Branson this October. 


; 1 Sept. - Maritimes tour. We fly to Toronto and then tour Ontario, ; 


Quebec, the Maritimes, New foundland and the Norhteastern U.S. 1 
x г 


Call us at 1-877-353-5633 and we'll mail detailed brochures out to you 


Listen for the Robert J. Tomkins Ukrainian Hour Zabava Program on Winnipeg's 810 
CKJS Saturday 5-7 p.m. and Sunday 7-9 p.m. on Edmonton's 790 CFCW 


HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTRE 
JacuZzi 
Rooms 


Romance Packages available! 


«о 7 Beautiful rooms to choose from 
«во In-room Jacuzzi tub 
«Фо Steam shower, sound system 
«Фо King-size bed 


All rooms include full 
Hot Breakfast Buffet 


11727 Kingsway 
Edmonton, Alberta 
www.chateaulouis.com 
1.800.661.9843 
452.7770 
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Справа про вбивство 
Ігоря Александрова 


Відповідність судової системи українському 
законодавству та міжнародним нормам 


Сергій Гармаш, Радіо Свобода 

Справа про вбивство Ігоря Александ- 
рова стала "лакмусовим папірцем" не 
тільки для свободи слова в Україні та 
діяльності правоохоронних органів, але 
й для визначення відповідності судової 
системи українському законодавству та 
міжнародним нормам. 

27 грудня 2001 року після попереднього 
розгляду справи про вбивство Ігоря 
Александрова суддя Донецького апеля-- 
ційного суду Їван Корчистий повідомив, 
що призначив судові слухання цієї справи 
аж на 11 вересня 2002 року, хоча 
Кримінально-процесуальний кодекс 
передбачає початок слухань не пізніше, 
ніж за 20 діб після попередніх слухань. 

Основний мотив такого порушення - 
відсутність необхідних коштів. У відповідь 
на це, голова Національної спілки 
журналістів України Їгор Лубченко звер- 
нувся до голови Верховного суду та 
голови Вищої Ради юстиції України з 
пропозицією зібрати необхідні для 
слухань кошти серед журналістів і 
призначити слухання справи у терміни, 
передбачені законом. Ї журналісти, і судді 
заявили, що вбачають у позиціях один 


одного політичні мотиви. Ситуація - 


потрапила у центр громадської уваги. 

16 січня міністр юстиції Сюзанна 
Станик у телефонній розмові з головою 
донецького апеляційного суду Олександ- 
ром Кондратьєвим пообіцяла профінансу-- 
вати розгляд справи про вбивство Алек- 
сандрова в розмірі п'яти з половиною 
тисяч гривень. Після цього суддя Їван 
Корчистий в цей же день виносить 
постанову про призначення слухань на 
28 січня. 

Втім, уже 17 січня голова Вищої ради 
юстиції України Сергій Кивалов пові- 
домив через ЗМІ про порушення дис- 
циплінарного провадження Ївана Кор- 
чистого. Було поставлене питання про 
звільнення його з посади за порушення 
суддівської присяги, яке виявилося у 
перенесенні розгляду справи за фактом 


умисного убивства Ігоря Александрова 
на 11 вересня. 

У цей же день голова суду Олександр 
Кондратьєв заявив журналістам, що 
останні роки ( в тому числі і в 2002 
році) суд фінансується на 60%. У 
Донецькому апеляційному суді має бути 
136 суддів, а зайняті лише 82 посади. 
При цьому робота проводиться у примі- 
щенні, розрахованому на 28 суддів. В 
апеляційному суді лише 3 зали судових 
засідань. 

21 січня на загальних зборах суддів 
Донецького апеляційного суду ухвалю- 
ється звернення до голів Ради суддів, 
Верховного суду, Вищої ради юстиції 
та міністра фінансів, у якому наголошу- 
ється, що Міністерство юстиції постійно, 
з року в рік, має заборгованість з оплати 
відряджень суддям, які розглядають 
справи у виїзних засіданнях. 

"Судді змушені виїжджати у 
відрядження за власні кошти, не 
отримуючи при цьому встановлену 
законодавством України заробітну плату, 
про що свідчать позови суддів апеляцій- 
ного суду Донецької області", - йдеться 
у зверненні. 

За станом на 1 січня 2002 року на 
розгляді в апеляційному суді - 190 справ 
на 398 осіб. Крім Александрова, за тими 
справами, які призначені від сьогодні 
до жовтня, - ще 219 загиблих. 

"Майже всі справи призначені до 
розгляду з порушенням строків, а тому 
всі ми підлягаємо звільненню з посади 
за невиконання вимог присяги судді, — 
наголосив суддівський колектив. 

Тим часом, 28 січня все ж почалось 
слухання справи з обвинувачення Юрія 
Вередюка у вбивстві журналіста Ігоря 
Александрова. У цей же день підсудний 
Вередюк почав вимагати, щоб судовий 
процес фіксувався технічними засобами, 
що передбачене Конституцією. 

У зв'язку з цим слухання перенесене 
на 4 березня 2002 року. 


Торгівля жінками зі Східної 
Європи залишається серйозною 
проблемою для Німеччини 


Надія Кандиба, Радіо Свобода 

Торгівля жінками зі Східної Європи 
та примусова проституція залишаються 
серйозною проблемою для Німеччини. 
Поліція західнонімецького міста Ессена 
вирішила піти особливим шляхом, споді- 
ваючись підвищити ефективність бороть- 
би зі злочинцями. Німецькі правоохоронці 
прагнуть налагодити співпрацю і з 
державними, і з позаурядовими організа- 
ціями в країнах Східної Європи, в тому 
числі i в Україні. 

Точних Дани,х скільки саме жінок зі 
Східної Європи останнім часом неле- 
гально було переправлено до Німеччини, 
сказати ніхто не може. За словами 
одного з керівників ессенської поліції 
Дітера Гебуша, правоохоронці таких цифр 
не мають, оскільки розслідування цих 
злочинів проходить дуже складно: Жінки, 
які стали жертвами злочинців, часто не 
наважуються давати свідчення, побою- 
ючись помсти. Водночас Дітер Гебуш 
звернув увагу на те, що жінки з країн 
Східної Європи, які нелегально працюють 
у німецьких борделях, становлять другу 
за величиною групу після африканських 
жінок. 

Під час майже кожної перевірки 
будинків терпимості правоохоронці затри- 
мують i жінок із України. Як правило, 


це молоді дівчата, середній вік яких 
становить 20 років. Минулої осені під 
час однієї з таких перевірок в Ессені 
було затримано відразу три українки. 

Для того, щоб підвищити ефективність 
боротьби з примусовою проституцією, 
поліція міста разом із місцевим відділен- 
ням гуманітарної організації "Карітас" 
намагається налагодити співпрацю і з 
урядовими, і з позаурядовими структура- 
ми в тих країнах, де злочинці мають 
найлегшу здобич. Нещодавно Ессен 
відвідало близько 20 представників 
жіночих та правоохоронних організацій 
із України. Під час спільних семінарів 
наголошувалося на необхідності посилити 
превентивну та роз'яснювальну роботу 
серед жінок. Адже нерідко своїх жертв 
злочинці заманюють на Захід обіцянками 
про цікаву роботу, насправді ж вони 
опиняються в нелегальних борделях без 
права на роботу та без документів. 

Під час спільного українсько- 
німецького семінару наголошувалося 
також на необхідності посилення 
реінтеграційної роботи з жінками, яких 
було звільнено з такого рабства і які 
повернулися додому. В Україні таку 
роботу проводить, наприклад, мережа 
консультативних центрів для жінок "Ля 
Страда". 
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Чого прагнув у Москві Литвин? 


Петро Кагуй, Радіо Свобода 

Глава адміністрації президента України 
Володимир Литвин 13 лютого під час 
робочого візиту до Москви, зустрівся з 
керівництвом Росії, у тому числі і з 
російським президентом Володимиром 
Путіним. 

За офіційними повідомленнями, Воло-- 
димир Литвин їздив до російської столиці 
для обговорення питання щодо будівницт»--- 
ва газопроводу в обхід України. 

Однак, як зауважують спостерігачі, 
закулісна мета цієї поїздки - залучитися 
підтримкою на нинішніх виборах до 
українського парламенту. 

За повідомленням прес-секретаря 
російського президента, Владімір Путін 
під час розмови з Литвином обговорював 
тему «Року України у Росії». 

А після зустрічі з головою Ради Феде-- 
рації Росії Сергеєм Міроновім, Литвин 
заявив журналістам, що «нині як ніколи, 
Росія й Україна зацікавлені одна в одній». 
«Я переконаний, - заявив він, що немає 
необхідності для Росії будувати газопровід 
через Білорусь і Польщу» в обхід Ук- 
раїни. «Росія може збудувати в Україні 
газоперекачувальні станції, які обійдуться 
в 900 мільйонів гривень, і в Росії буде 


прямий вихід на Польщу», - заявив 
керівний адміністрації президента 
України. 


_ Литвин також зауважив, що на остан- 
ньому референдумі в Україні виборці 
висловилися за реорганізацію структури 


парламенту й створення двопалатного 
законодавчого органу. З огляду на це, 
зазначив Литвин, для українських пар-- 
ламентарів буде корисним досвід Ради 
Федерації. 

А керівник верхньої палати російського 
парламенту Сергей Міронов повідомив 
журналістам, що Литвин запросив 
російських парламентарів бути спостері- 
гачами під час виборів до Верховної 
Ради України 31 березня. 

За словами Міронова, «Це було б 
корисним для усіх, аби переконатися, 
що вибори будуть демократичними». Він 
також сказав, що йому було цікаво 
почути від гостя про те, що відбувається 
в Україні. Пан Миронов нічого не сказав 
про те, чи не представлявся часом 
Литвин також як і лідер передвиборчого 
блоку «За єдину Україну». 

Цей блок, який у нинішній парламент- 
ський боротьбі в Україні активно бореть - 
ся за депутатські місця, - не приховує 
своєї пропрезидентської спрямованості. 

На думку оглядачів, справжня мета 
несподіваного робочого візиту Литвина 
до Москви якраз і полягає у тому, аби 
здобути підтримку російського керів- 
ництва у нинішніх парламентських 
перегонах в Україні. Позиція Кремля 
автоматично впливає на позиції росій- 
ського бізнесу в Україні, а також на 
позиції російських політтехнологів, 
іміджмейкерів, які нині вже активно 
працюють на українських теренах. 


Міноборони чомусь вирішило 
ще раз спростувати продаж 
танків "Талібану" 


(Українська Правда/нтерфакс- Україна) 
--Міноборони України заявляє, що зви- 
нувачення про причетність України до 
незаконного продажу зброї за кордон, 
зокрема, про продаж танків T-55 колиш- 
ньому афганському режиму талібів не 
мають під собою жодних підстав. 

Як повідомили 13-го лютого у прес- 
службі Міноборони, повідомлення про 
порушення Україною міжнародних зобо-- 
в'язань про експорт товарів військового 
призначення, які з'явилися останнім часом 
в деяких вітчизняних та іноземних ЗМІ, 
"базуються на неперевіреній інформації, 
отриманій із сумнівних джерел". 

Як повідомлялося, у грудні минулого 
року МЗС України спростував заяву 
лідера "Північного альянсу" Афганістану 
Ахмад Шах Масуда в інтерв'ю, яке було 
опубліковане у російській газеті "Извес- 
тия" 2 грудня 2001 року, в якому той 
стверджував, що з України таліби через 
Афганістан ніби отримують танки, 
автомати, міни і бомби. 

Раніше народний депутат України, екс- 
міністр оборони, президент асоціації 
"Укравіапром" Валерій Шмаров назвав 
перебільшеним увагу деяких засобів ма- 
сової інформації до справи про причет- 
ність до нелегальної торгівлі українською 


зброєю Дмитра Стрешинського, зазна- 
чивши, що це є "розігріванням суспіль-- 
ства перед виборами". 

13-го лютого у Турині у закритому 
режимі почалося попереднє судове 
засідання щодо можливої причетності 
українських посадових осіб до незаконної 
торгівлі зброєю. 

Як повідомлялося, за даними Служби 
безпеки України, в 1994 році СБУ 
спільно із спецслужбами країн НАТО 
провела спецоперацію по затриманню 
судна “Jadran Express", яке незаконно 
перевозило більше 3000 тонн зброї у 
країни колишньої Югославії. Прокуратура 
Їталії порушила кримінальну справу 
проти президента панамської фірми 
Дмитра Стрешинського, яка здійснювала 
перевезення. Матеріали справи надійшли 
з Італії до України. 

Газета "Київський телеграф" вперше 
оприлюднила матеріали розслідування з 
обвинувачень прокуратури Турину у 
незаконній торгівлі українською зброєю 
і назвала в числі причетних до торгівлі 
секретаря Ради національної безпеки і 
оборони України Євгена Марчука. Він, 
у свою чергу, відкинув ці звинувачення 
і пов'язав їх з діяльністю РНБО стосовно 
ряду комерційних структур. 


Жердицький пішов шляхом Мельниченка 


(Українська Правда/Їнтерфакс- Україна- 
вибори)- "Центрвиборчком на своєму 
засіданні 14-го лютого зняв з реєстрації 
кандидата в народні депутати за одно- 
мандатним виборчим округом 20675 в 
Закарпатській області Віктора Жер- 
дицького, відмінивши рішення окружної 
виборчої комісії. 

Кандидата знято з реєстрації в зв'язку 
з поданими недостовірними відомостями. 
Зокрема, у автобіографії Жердицький 
указав, що протягом останніх 5 років 
проживає на території України (одна з 


вимог закону про вибори до претендента 
на депутатський мандат). Однак ЦВК 
встановив, що з жовтня 2000 року 
Жердицький перебуває на території 
Німеччини. 

Колишній глава "Градобанку" Жер- 
дицький з осені 2000 року утримується 
у в'язниці В Німеччині за обвинуваченням 
у використанні в корисливих цілях DM 
4,млн. призначених для компенсації 
українським жертвам нацизму. Очіку- 
ється, що судовий процес у його справі 
завершиться в кінці березня 2002 року. 
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Our Ukraine stresses record 


Ukrainian Radio on Feb. 13 aired 
a government-sponsored campaign 


оо) НОСЛОГОВІ, 


spot by the Our Ukraine election <8 Газ if том / 


bloc led by former Premier Viktor | 
Yushchenko. з 
The spot underscored that the 4 
Yushchenko government was the Дуже 
first to pay back wages and pensions | 
“without taking a cent either from В 
Russia ог the West,” and can also Й 
take credit for the economic гесоу- 
ery now under way. 5 
The bloc’s advertised goal is to ря 
build “a fair and open civic society М 
with equally fair, open, and respon- 
sible authorities,” and to stick to 
“professional and moral” politics. 
“We are not seeking allies either 
among pro-presidential or opposi- 
tion forces. The Ukrainian nation is 
our only ally in this election,” 


Yushchenko leads in two 
polls, tied in a third 


the Socialist Party of Ukraine (3.1%) 

Women for the Future of Children got 1.8%, Natalia 
Vitrenko’s bloc 1.7%, Yabluko 1.5%, Democratic Party 
of Ukraine - Democratic Union — 1.3%, and Unity 
— 1%. 

The remaining 23 parties and blocs collected even 
less — 6.9%. Included among these are the New Gen- 
eration of Ukraine with 0.9%, Communist Party of 
Workers and Peasants (0.8%), For Yushchenko, the 
Russian bloc and Woman of Ukraine (0.6%), Yuri 
Buzdugan’s SDPU (0.5%) and the modernized Com- 
munist Party of Ukraine (0.4%). Winter Crop Genera- 
tion Team and the Peoples’ Rukh of Ukraine for Unity, 
aka Boyko’s Rukh, would harvest only 0.3%. 

Meanwhile, a poll conducted by the Ukrainian In- 
stitute of Social Studies and the Social Monitoring 
Centre Feb. 7-9 among 2,012 respondents found that 
if the parliamentary election had been held at that time, 
Our Ukraine would have obtained 19.7 percent of the 
vote, while the Communist Party would have garnered 
13.3 percent, Interfax reported on Feb. 19. 

The 4 percent voting threshold would have also been 
overcome by the SDPU — with 5.6 percent of the vote; 
the Green Party — 5.6 percent; Women for the Future 
—5 percent; and For a United Ukraine — 4.4 percent. 

The groups below the 4 percent threshold were: the 
Vitrenko Bloc — with 2.9 percent of the vote; the 
Tymoshenko Bloc — 2.5 percent; and the Socialist 
Party — 2.4 percent. The reported margin of error in 
the poll was 2.2 percent. 

Yet a third poll, conducted by the Kyiv International 
Institute of Sociology (KIIS) Jan. 18-27, had both Our 
Ukraine and the CPU tied at 19%. 

Social-Democrats (united) were rated third with 7.5 
% of potential voters. 

Next, were the Greens and Women for the Future 
— with 6 % each. For a United Ukraine had 4 %, the 
Socialist Party of Ukraine and Yulia Tymoshenko’s 
bloc had 3.5% each. 

24 % of respondents remained undecided. 


PHOTO IHOR STOLIAROV 
Our Ukraine press conference in Odesa. The slogan on the poster reads 
“Not by words, but by deeds!” 


Yushchenko said in the program. 
Our Ukraine’s election slogan, re- 


peatedly voiced in the broadcast, is 
“Not by words, but by deeds!” 


(Ukrayinska Pravda/RFE/RL)—Former Prime Min- 
ister Viktor Yushchenko’s Our Ukraine bloc leads in two 
polls and is tied with the Communists in a third. 

According to a poll conducted by the Ukrainian Cen- 
tre of Economic and Political Research (UCEPR), 18.8% 
of participants would vote for Our Ukraine, and 15.2% 
for the Communist Party of Ukraine. 

2012 respondents, aged 18 and more, took part in the 
national poll conducted Jan. 30 to Feb. 6. 2002. 

Yushchenko’s bloc polled the most in the Western part 
of the country with its level of support at 43.4%. At the 
same time, in Central Ukraine (Kyiv, Zhytomyr, 
Vinnytsia, Khmelnytsky, Cherkassy, Kirovohrad, 
Poltava and Chernihiv oblasts) this bloc gets less than 
half of that figure — 20% of respondents, and in the 
South and East regions of the country it was 8.8% and 
8.7% respectively. 

Regional support for the CPU is the opposite. Com- 
munists enjoy 19.3% support in the Eastern oblasts, 
18.9% support in the South, 15.8% in the centre, and an 
insignificant 3% in the West. 

According to the poll, the Greens would collect 6.0% 
and Women for the future (WFF), along with the SDPU 
(united) drew 5.3%. 

Supporters of the Green are based mainly in the South 
— 9.9%. They got 7% in the East, 5.1% in the Centre, 
and only 3% in Western Ukraine. 

The Social Democrats got the most in Southern oblasts 
— 7.4%, 5.4% in Central Ukraine, in the East — 5%, 
and in Western regions only 3.6%. 

The WFF’s stronghold appears to be in the South, 
where they are supported by 7.1% of respondents. In 
the Centre, the Women got the support of 5.9% polled, 
in the East — 5.5%, in the West — 2.5%. 

According to the UCEPR, the margin of error in this 
size of a poll is 2.3%. As well, only 71 percent of the 
respondents had declared themselves for one of the blocs. 
Thus, other parties that could pass the 4% hurdle neces- 
sary to make it to parliament include For a United 
Ukraine! (3.9%), Yulia Tymoshenko’s bloc (3.5%) and 


Campaigning starts in parliamentary elections 


Cont. from P. 1 
president and his administration will work on behalf of 
the bloc ‘Za Yednu Ukrajinu.”” 

Half of the 450 parliamentary seats will be contested 
in single constituencies. The candidate who wins the 
biggest share of the vote is elected. The other 225 seats 
will be awarded by candidates on party lists, in which 
voters will choose a party or bloc rather than an indi- 
vidual candidate. 

A party or bloc must gain at least 4 percent of the 
votes cast to be represented. 

Bilynsky believes the presidential administration will 
be able to use its influence most effectively in the single 
constituency ballots and less so in the party list. 

The two groups that most observers predict will do 
well are the Communists, albeit with a reduced share of 
the 130 seats they hold, and the newly formed Nasha 
Ukrajina (Our Ukraine) bloc led by Yushchenko. 

The Communists want to reverse capitalist reforms 
and favor closer ties with Russia. 

Yushchenko’s bloc consists of parties representing the 
right and center. Yushchenko advocates closer ties with 


the West, deepening market and democratic reforms, 
and working toward membership in the European 
Union and NATO. 

Yushchenko proposed the idea for a grand demo- 
cratic coalition seven months ago but has been criti- 
cized for not defining more clearly during that time 
who he wanted within his bloc. 

“Mr. Yushchenko on the other hand, I think, played 
it quite smartly by trying to leave the bloc for as long 
as possible as an open invitation, not to alienate [any- 
body] and to bring as many people on board as pos- 
sible by talking in very broad, maybe even vague, 
terms about his goals, his aims and what motivated 
his world view, etc.” 

Another grouping that may do well is the Social 
Democratic Party of Ukraine. 

Ivan Lozowy, a political observer and a candidate 
for Yushchenko’s Our Ukraine, says the group repre- 
sents some of Ukraine’s most powerful business fig- 
ures. They have immense wealth to spend on the elec- 
tion campaign and control much of Ukraine’s private 
media, including television channels. 


PHOTO — YULIYA TYMOSHENKO WEB SITE 
Yuliya Tymoshenko (left) with Madeleine Albright (right). 


Albright concerned 
over Ukraine elections 


(RFE/RL/Ukrayinska Pravda/UkrNews)—Feb. 15-18 Ukraine was vis- 
ited by former U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, who voiced 
concern over media freedom ahead of Ukraine’s parliamentary ballot and 
urged the government to ensure a free and fair poll, Reuters reported on 
Feb. 17. 

“At this moment, it is unclear whether the 31 March elections will mark 
a step forward for Ukraine’s democratic future,” she told journalists on 
Feb. 17. 

Albright, who now heads the nongovernmental National Democratic 
Institute, said members of her delegation have observed or received “cred- 
ible reports” of election abuses in Ukraine, including intimidation of jour- 
nalists, candidates being denied access to the media, unbalanced news 
coverage, and illegal use of public funds and facilities. 

Albright’s delegation recommended that Non-Government Organiza- 
tions and the Central Elections Commission double their efforts to edu- 
cate people about election law and to train public election observers. The 
group also urged greater efforts to reveal and punish violations and more 
support for journalists’ work, reported AP. 

During her visit, Albright met with opposition leader Yuliya 
Tymoshenko. Ukrayinska Pravda reported that Tymoshenko handed 
Albright “documentary information” about infringements of election leg- 
islation during the campaign and “brutal resistance on the part of the au- 


Tymoshenko described the meeting as a “dialogue of people who un- 
derstand each other”. Ukraine’s former ambassador to the U.S. and a 
member of Fatherland party Oleh Bilorus, also took part in the meeting. 

Tymoshenko, who has not completely recovered from her recent car 
crash, had to lean on him for support in moving around. 


Tymoshenko bloc protests 
pro-presidential party ads 


BBC Monitoring Service/UNIAN)—The Yuliya Tymoshenko opposi- 
tion election bloc has asked Central Electoral Commission chief Mykhaylo 
Ryabets to look at the gross violation of Article 53, part 2 of the Ukrainian 
election law on equal access to the media during campaigning. This 15 the 
subject of an open letter to Ryabets from bloc leader Yuliya Tymoshenko. 

The First Program of Ukrainian television and the Inter, ICTV and One 
Plus One TV channels broadcast daily praise and election advertising of 
the [government] bloc For a United Ukraine, the United Social Demo- 
cratic Party, the Green Party, Women for the Future, Democratic Union, 
Yabluko and others, the statement says. 

At the same time, requests from representatives of the Yuliya. 
Tymoshenko bloc to the management of the Ukrainian National TV Com- 
pany, Studio One Plus One, Inter TV, ICTV, Novyy Kanal and STB to 
place election adverts by the Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc remain unanswered, 
Tymoshenko says in her letter. 

“This attitude from the management of the above TV channels deprives 
us of our constitutional right, grossly violates election law and confirms 
the fact that the Ukrainian presidential administration has banned national 
TV channels from broadcasting any favourable information about our 
bloc,” the letter says. Tymoshenko recalls that she has already written to 
the election chief twice about “gross violation of the law by certain par- 
ties and election blocs as regards campaigning, but the Central Electoral 
Commission has not replied”. 


Kostenko says authorities overstating popularity 


(RFE/RL)—Yuriy Kostenko, the leader of the Ukrainian Popular Rukh, 
told UNIAN on Feb. 19 that the state-controlled media have recently pub- 
licized an intentionally overstated popularity rating of the pro-presidential 
bloc For a United Ukraine by saying it is supported by more than 9 percent 
of voters.According to Kostenko, real support for the blac, as testified by 
opinion surveys, is around 4 percent. Kostenko noted that,in recent years 
the authorities have perfected the technique of manipulating voter behav- 
ior through publishing misleading data about the relative popularity of 
various politicians. 


LL LLU 
MEWS 


Suite #1, 12227 - 107 Ave. 
Edmonton, Alberta, TSM 1Y9 
UN Office; (780) 488-3693; Advertising: (780) 488-3860 
Fax: (780) 488-3859; E-mail: ukrnews@compusmart.ab.ca 
Publisher: 
Edmonton Lasergraphics, 
A Division of Canadian Cryptics Ltd. 
President: Marco Levytsky 


Editor: Marco Levytsky 
Hon. Kyiv Bureau Chief: Vitaliy Shevchenko 
Advertising, Subscription: Irena Hladki 


Ukrainian News is published bi-weekly by Edmonton Lasergraphics, A 
Division of Canadian Cryptics Ltd. Yearly subscription $35.00. All rights 
reserved. The material in this paper cannot be reproduced in any shape or 
form without written permission from the publisher. The opinions expressed 
in the articles do not necessarily reflect those of the proprietor, publisher, or 
editorial board. 


Редактор: 

Поч. Гол. Київського Бюра: 
Оголошення, Передплати: 
Українські Вісті видає дво-тижнево Едмонтон Лайзергрефикс, Відділ Кенейдієн 
Криптикс Лтд. Річна передплата $35.00. Всі права застережені. Не можна 
репродукувати ніяких матеріялів без писаного дозволу видавця. Опінії висловлені 
в статтях не все відповідають опінії власника, видавця чи редакційної ради. 


Марко Левицький 
Віталій Шевченко 
Ірена Гладкі 


Ukrainian News is ап independently-published newspaper which relies 
solely upon advertising, subscription and press fund donations for its 
operation. Please support our newspaper with the above sources. Thank 
you in advance for your support. 


Українські Вісті це незалежна газета, яка сама утримується 
із передплат, оголошень та пожертв на пресовий фонд. Просимо 
підтримувати нашу газету повищими джерелами. Дякуємо 
заздалегідь за Вашу підтримку. 


А vote for Ablonczy is 
a vote for democracy 


The upcoming race for the leadership of the Alliance Party is crucial in 
determining whether Canada remains a functioning democracy or becomes 
a One Party State — By Default. 

Ideology is not at issue here. What is at issue is whether a credible 
Opposition to the ruling Liberals can be formed, or whether the current 
fragmentation on the Right gives the Liberals a perpetual hold on major- 
ity power with a minority of popular support. 

Unfortunately Canada, unlike most Western democracies, maintains the 
antiquated and unfair single constituency system where a candidate who 
gets the most votes — not the majority — wins the seat. This was fine in 
1867 when there were only two parties (Liberals and Conservatives) in 
Canada. This system is totally inadequate today when we have five major 
parties across the country. Except for Canada, the United States and Great 
Britain, every other functioning democracy has some form of proportion- 
ate representation. And neither Great Britain nor the United States (in 
which executive and legislative powers are separated) has the same de- 
gree of party discipline as is enforced in the Canadian parliamentary sys- 
tem. It is also a system were 38% of the vote gives a party a majority, 43% 
a stranglehold and 51% — 101 out of 103 seats in Ontario. Were we to 
have a proportionate system of representation, each of the five major par- 
ties would have a parliamentary presence that reflected their actual popu- 
lar support and Canadians could afford the luxury of voting for parties 
that represent narrow ideological interests, as opposed to broad-based 
coalitions. 

Unfortunately, that is not the system we have and we have to act ac- 
cordingly. Two of the candidates for the Alliance leadership — Stockwell 
Day and Stephen Harper represent narrow ideological interests and both 
have rejected any union with the Progressive Conservatives. A vote for 
either of these candidates is a vote to perpetuate the political fragmenta- 
tion on the Right and give the Liberals a perpetual majority of parliamen- 
tary seats based on a minority of the popular vote. This is unhealthy for 
democracy. 

The two other leadership candidates — Grant Hill and Diane Ablonczy 
— both call for a union with the Progressive Conservatives. Of these two, 
Diane Ablonczy was the first to declare her candidacy on a unity platform 
and the only one to come up with an actual unity plan, which is acceptable 
to the Progressive Conservatives. Under her plan both parties would go 
into a unity convention on a basis of equality. 

Anyone who buys an Alliance membership can vote in the leadership 
trace. This membership must be obtained by March 1. You can get one by 
calling the local Alliance Party association in your region, or by checking 
the party’s web site at <http://leadership2002.canadianalliance.ca/>. 

In calling upon our readers to join the Alliance Party and vote for 
Ablonczy, we are not necessarily endorsing Alliance ideology. What we 
are supporting is the need for a credible opposition that can provide an 
alternative to the governing party. If anything, such an alternative is as 
important to NDP voters as it is to small c conservatives. Because, histori- 
cally, the NDP has had the best opportunities to enact key elements of its 
agenda (Medicare, Petrocan) when a minority government was in power. 
This will never happen again unless there is a credible alternative to the 
governing party. 

At the same time, whenever the governing Liberals hold their leadership 
race, we will most definitely be urging our readers and our community to 
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Who’s afraid of the SDPU(o)? 


By Ivan Lozowy 

(The Ukraine Insider)—Actually, everybody is. Dur- 
ing a short span of several years the Social-Democratic 
Party of Ukraine (“o” for “obyednana” or “united”) has 
become the single most powerful political party in 
Ukraine after the communists. 

The SDPU(0) is in fact, not a political party at all in 
the Western sense, but a “financial-industrial group,” or 
clan, masquerading as a party. The core of the SDPU(0) 
is formed by a group of businessmen known as “the 
magnificent seven.” 

The “first among equals” in this group since its for- 
mation at the end of the 1980s is Hryhoriy Surkis, Hon- 
orary Chairman of the Dynamo Kyiv soccer team. It was 
Surkis who used his connections with then Kyiv city 
head Valentyn Zehursky (another of “The Seven”) and 
contacts in the U.S. and Israel to create a slew of com- 
panies named using variations of “Ometa.” One of the 
co-founders was the law firm “BIM,” run by a lawyer 
named Viktor Medvedchuk. 

“The Seven” clan’s first major interest was in the lu- 
crative petroleum import market, where Zehursky again 
played door opener. A pyramid scheme followed in 1993- 
1994. At around that time Surkis was able to privatize 
the Dynamo Kyiv soccer club not without, as is said, 
the help of the targeted use of violence and coercion. At 
the time, any large business interest demanded connec- 
tions with the underworld. Surkis’ younger brother Thor, 
another of “The Seven,” was already charged with main- 
taining Mafia connections on behalf of the Ometa group. 

In 1994 “The Seven” founded the “Slavutich” con- 
cern and expanded into the agricultural and metallurgi- 
cal sectors, using violence to assure profits in these cha- 
otic but lucrative markets. Slavutich was created as “The 
Seven’s” spearhead for a serious move closer to those 
in power. Surkis was accordingly named Advisor on 
Economic Issues to then President — and now a leader 
in the SDPU(o) — Leonid Krachuk. 

Matters took a turn for the worse, however, in 1994 
with the election of Leonid Kuchma. “The Seven” had 
placed their bets on their colleague Kravchuk and it took 
frantic lobbying, Ukraine-style, including receptions at 
the Kyiv Dynamo club, to fend off an investigation into 
the Slavutich concern’s activities. 

But, as has so often been the case, enemies from the 
nomenklatura come to terms in order to share the pie, as 
it were. Kravchuk made up with Kuchma, who in turn 
became a friend of “The Seven.” In due course, links 
were established with Yevhen Marchuk, currently the 
influential head of the National Security and Defense 
Council. Their political cover reinstated, in the second 
half of the 1990s “The Seven” moved aggressively into 
the oblast energy sector, natural monopolies which share 
more than 50% of the country’s GDP. 

Assistance was provided by then Prime Minister 
Valeriy Pustovoitenko who, for example, in the fall of 
1998 handed over to Surkis’ closed joint-stock company 
“Ukrainian Credit Bank” 25% of state shares in the 


Analysis 


Kirovohrad, Ternopil and Kherson oblast energy com- 
panies. By mid-1999 Surkis had a controlling stake in 
almost half of all the oblast energy companies. In ad- 
dition to the companies already mentioned, “The 
Seven” also reportedly control: 

° Most of the deep water ports in the Odesa, Kherson 
and Mykolayiv oblasts; 

e The Zhydachiv Cellulose Paper Factory, the 
country’s only producer of newspaper print; 

» The “Rosynka” soft drink concern; 

« The majority of petroleum processing plants; 

The Zaporizhya Ferro-alloy Factory; 

e “Dniprospetsstal” metal factory. But even this com- 
mercial oligarchy is overshadowed by the Surkis clan’s 
dominance in the mass media. 

“The Seven” control: 

» The “Kyivskiye vedomosti” and “Den” newspa- 
pers; 

¢ The national “Inter” TV channel; 

» The “TET” regional Kyiv TV channel; 

e The national TV channel “1+1” (along with former 
political partner Oleksandr Volkov). 

To top it all off, Oleksandr Zinchenko, a close con- 
fidant of “The Seven,” is Chairman of parliament’s 
press committee. With such an all-encompassing ap- 
proach to business, the media and politics it is no 
wonder that the SDPU(0) is seen as seeking not merely 
to “come to power,” but to privatize the entire coun- 
try. The political imperative is a relatively recent add- 
on. 

It was only in 1996 that Surkis joined the Social- 
Democratic Party, quickly subsuming it and driving 
Out its two founders, Yuriy Buzduhan and former Jus- 
tice Minister Vasyl Onopenko. Since then the 
SDPU(0)’s financial base has allowed it to expand 
exponentially across the country. In 1998 the SPDU(0) 
“coincidentally” received 4.01% of the vote, passing 
the 4% minimum threshold in only 4 of Ukraine’s 26 
oblasts with a whopping 38% in its home base 
Zakarpattia oblast. 

Today the party has headquarters with premises and 
paid staff down to the raion level (there are over 600 
raions in Ukraine). The SDPU(o)’s media dominance 
drones out a daily dose of propaganda unmatched by 
anyone except for “Bankova” — the President’s ad- 
ministration. Small wonder, then, that other forces- 
that-be have gone into opposition to the SDPU(0). The 
privatization of a series of oblast energy companies 
has been reversed. 

Pustovoitenko’s formerly helping hand has turned 
into a fist since his National Democratic Party joined 
the “For a United Ukraine” election coalition. 
Unprecedentedly, “For a United Ukraine” is headed 

Cont. on P. 7 


Yushchenko win critical for Ukraine 


A decade of freedom and independence has opened 
the way for democratic reforms in Ukraine. Significant 
national reforms, however, have evaded legislative 
implementation because of communist obstruction. 

As an enemy of democracy, the Ukrainian Commu- 
nist party represents the chief domestic threat to politi- 
cal stability in Ukraine. Communist dogmatists plan to 
arrest democratic progress by undoing the democratic 
reforms and reverting back to neo-Stalinist repression. 

But there cannot be a Soviet restoration, even though 
Russia’s evil menace constantly looms over Ukraine like 
a black plague. Petro Symonenko, Ukrainian Commu- 
nist party leader, must realize that a Russian Red Army 
will never again install a Moscow-controlled puppet re- 
gime in Ukraine. Never again will Russia bring war and 
famine to Ukraine. 

Symonenko and his Sovietophile comrades ought to 
pack their bags because their so-called Soviet commu- 
nism is whithering away. Undoubtedly Russia’s impe- 
rio-colonialism continues to crumble, and this is glar- 
ingly exemplified by tiny Chechnya’s heroic resistance 
to Russia’s barbaric imperio-colonial aggression. In 
Chechnya the world is witnessing Russia’s primitivism 
in action. But where is the West? 

Once Ukraine’s judicial system is democratically re- 
formed, the Communist party will be brought to trial for 
its atrocious misdeeds of the past, including complicity 
in one of the most monstrous crimes of the 20th cen- 
tury. Although Russia was the diabolical instigator and 
central controller of the Soviet holocaust of 1932-1933, 
Moscow’s puppets in Ukraine must also answer for the 
Holodomor Great Famine, which annihilated over 7 
million Ukrainian men, women, and children. 

Russia keeps Symonenko in Moscow’s pocket, but 


join the party and get involved, But that is the subject of another editorial. | Russia can no longer forcibly impose colonial subservi- 
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ence upon Ukraine. After languishing in Soviet Rus- 
sian colonial captivity for seven dark decades, Ukraine, 
with extremely profound joyous relief, emerged in 
1991 into the light of freedom. Symonenko will not 
be allowed to extinguish Ukraine’s freedom. 

During the nationwide parliamentary election, on 
March 31, Ukrainian voters have another longed-for 
opportunity to eradicate the communist threat to 
Ukraine’s national security. Moreover, this election 
can best serve Ukraine’s national interests if voters 
elect Victor Yushchenko and his coalition, Our Ukraine 
bloc. 

As a former prime minister and a former governor 
of the National Bank of Ukraine, Yushchenko has dem- 
onstrated competent financial management and adroit 
statesmanship. Unlike President Leonid Kuchma, 
whose unpopular pro-Russian policies have aroused 
revulsion and condemnation, culminating in calls for 
his resignation, Yushchenko’s national patriotism, ге- 
forming enthusiasm, and political moderation have 
generated widespread public support. 

When а truly Ukrainian national government is es- 
tablished, extensive reforms can then be enacted to 
bring a better life for the Ukrainian people. Reshap- 
ing Ukraine’s Parliament into a national Ukrainian- 
spirited Verkhovna Rada can be accomplished if a vast 
majority of Ukrainian voters cast their ballots in sup- 
port of Yushchenko and Our Ukraine bloc. _ 

At this momentous time, 18 Yushchenko wins, 
Ukraine wins. May prayerful Hopes become mani- 
fested in a victorious Ukrainian Christian Ukraine. 

Volodymyr Hrinko, Gueph, Ont. 
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Former FBI expert says 
Kuchma tapes authentic 


(RFE/RL)— The specimen...recordings are consistent 
with being clone recordings, and there are no indica- 
tions of alterations or edits to the audio data.... Based on 
the flow of speech in the five designated portions, no 
phraseology or sentence structure was pieced together 
by using individual phonemes, words or short phrases...” 
These were the conclusions reached by the Virginia- 
based firm BEK TEK after analyzing those segments of 
conversations purportedly held in the Ukrainian 
president’s office in the summer of 2000 and taped by 
his security guard, Mykola Melnychenko. The segments 
given to ВЕК TEK were those which dealt with Heorhiy 
Gongadze, the independent journalist who was murdered 
in the fall of 2000. 

BEK TEK’s finding were announced at a press con- 
ference held on the air on Feb. 7 by the Ukrainian Ser- 
vice of Radio Liberty. Participants to the press confer- 
ence included Oleksandr Zhyr, the head of the parlia- 
mentary commission investigating the killing of 
Gongadze and other journalists, and Melnychenko. 
Zhyr’s commission had contracted BEK TEK to ana- 
lyze the taped conversations. The firm is headed by 
Bruce Koenig, a 25-year veteran of the U.S. Federal Bu- 
reau of Investigations and a renowned specialist on fo- 
rensic examinations of audio and media and authenti- 
cating recordings, both analogue and digital. 

In November 2000, Oleksandr Moroz, the leader of 
the Socialist Party of Ukraine, revealed in the Ukrai- 
nian parliament that he had in his possession copies of 
recordings secretly made in the office of the president, 
Leonid Kuchma. These recordings, he claimed, proved 
that President Kuchma and his closest advisers had been 
plotting to “remove” Gongadze, the editor of Internet 
publication “Ukrayinska Pravda.” (Gongadze had been 
missing since September 2000 and was presumed dead.) 


In what was to become known as “Kuchmagate,” 
the recordings released by Moroz presented a damag- 
ing portrait of the president. A voice similar to the 
president’s was heard plotting with top law-enforce- 
ment officers against a journalist who had exposed 
high levels of corruption in the upper reaches of the 
Ukrainian government. “Take him to [the] forest, re- 
move his pants!” the president appears to tell them. 
“Give him to the Chechens,” he yells, with expletives 
strewn throughout the recordings. 

Soon Moroz released other tapes that seemed to re- 
veal complicity in criminal activities by the head of 
the Ministry of Interior (MVD), the head of the Intelli- 
gence Service (SBU), the head of the State Tax Col- 
lection Agency, and the prosecutor-general. 

Initially the President’s Office stated that the tapes 
were fake. Then in a volte-face, they conceded that 
they were authentic but had been altered in places so 
as to present the president in a negative light. The presi- 
dent denied ever making any statements about 
Gongadze and asserted that he did not even know who 
the journalist was. Soon a videotape was uncovered of 
Gongadze confronting the president on a national TV 
program, seemingly contradicting the president’s claim. 

Prior to ВЕК TEK’s findings, no laboratory verify- 
ing the Melnychenko recordings would make a 100 
percent claim that they had not been tampered with. 
Only an examination of the original or cloned record- 
ings and the equipment used to make the recordings 
could provide the unequivocal answer. ВЕК TEK was 
given access to those items and now has reached its 
conclusion. 

There had been no comment regarding BEK TEK’s 
findings from the administration of President Kuchma 
by the time this report went to publication. 


Prosecutors to charge 
Lazarenko with ordering hits 


(RFE/RL/Pravda.com.ua}—Deputy Prosecutor-Gen- 
eral Mykola Obikhod told journalists on Feb. 7 that pros- 
ecutors have gathered enough evidence to officially 
charge former Premier Pavlo Lazarenko with ordering 
the killings of prominent businessman Yevhen 
Shcherban in 1996 and former National Bank Chairman 
Vadym Hetman in 1998, Ukrainian media reported. 

Obikhod said Lazarenko paid US$850,000 to kill 
Hetman and more than $2 million for the murder of 
Shcherban. Obikhod added that police have arrested 
Shcherban’s and Hetman’s executioners. 

He added that the suspects are accused of committing 
over 20 attempted murders and assaults. 

The gang was headed by former resident of Donetsk, 
later Israeli citizen, Yevhen Kushnir, who in 1998 was 
wounded by “unidentified persons” and died later in a 
Donetsk prison hospital. Among the crimes, allegedly 
committed by the gang, were two murder attempts to 
the owner of Luks Company Oleksandr Brahin in 
Donetsk, said Obikhod. 

The group is also suspected of the attempted murders 


of Oleksandr Volkov and Thor Bakai in 1997, he said. 
Obikhod’s added that Lazarenko was not involved in 
those crimes. He said the $850,000 was transferred 
into the account of a company, owned by Kushnir. 

Obikhod surmised that Lazarenko’s motive in kill- 
ing Shcherban was the fact that in 1995-1996 he had a 
significant influence on the Donetsk regional economy, 
and opposed Lazarenko’s economic penetration there. 
Asfor Hetman, Lazarenko wanted to clear barriers in 
the settlement of issues concerning Ukraine’s finan- 
cial sphere, Obikhod said. 

Obikhod said his office has again asked “the com- 
petent U.S. authorities” to extradite Lazarenko. 

The previous day, 337 lawmakers voted to deprive 
Lazarenko of his parliamentary powers. 

Lazarenko is currently in jail in the U.S., where he 
is being tried on money-laundering charges. 

A Swiss court tried Lazarenko in absentia in 2000, 
finding him guilty of laundering some $6.5 million 
and sentencing him to 1.5 years in prison and a $6.6 
million fine. 


Recovery plan needed for Chornobyl zone 


By Robert McMahon 

(RFE/RL)—A report commissioned by the United 
Nations recommends that the international community 
help Ukraine, Belarus, and Russia launch a recovery plan 
for the millions of people affected by the Chornobyl 
nuclear accident. 

The report, released Feb. 6, calls for anew approach 
by the three countries that should stress a reform of health 
services, economic development in the affected zones, 
and a thorough environmental impact study. 

The head of the UN Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs, Kenzo Oshima, told reporters the 
international community must remain engaged with the 
affected countries for the long term. 

“Tt is incorrect to assume that with the closure of the 
nuclear power plant and generous funding by donors of 
a new shelter construction around the destroyed reac- 
tor, the international community can now close the file 
on the people that continue to live in the shadow of 
Chornoby!.” 

The report calls for special attention to be paid to the 
estimated 150,000 people who live in areas officially 
designated as contaminated by the 1986 accident. It says 
there is still conflicting information about the health 
impact of the accident, but UN officials say there are 

clear links to the rise in thyroid cancer in children since 


1986. 

UN officials say about 2,000 people have been di- 
agnosed with thyroid cancer in the area since the 
Chornobyl accident and as many as 10,000 cases are 
expected to develop in the coming years. The report 
says the impact of the nuclear accident is probably 
aggravated by the generally poor health conditions in 
the region. It says a combination of poverty, poor diet, 
and living conditions, as well as alcohol and tobacco 
abuse, have made life expectancy in the region much 
lower than in the developed world. 

The administrator of the UN Development Program, 
Mark Malloch Brown, told reporters it is time to look 
at the Chornobyl aftermath as a development challenge 
and no longer as an emergency situation. This will 
require international assistance, he says. “This is a 
region with tremendous development problems and 
we have to go out and raise resources to address them.” 

The UN Development Program’s resident coordi- 
nator in Ukraine, Douglas Gardner, cited the psycho- 
logical impact on Ukrainians living near the contami- 
nation zone. He said there are some people still re- 
ceiving government aid who would be better off go- 
ing back to work and others who cannot work because 
they are forbidden to use their land. 
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Who’s afraid of the SDPU(o)? 


Cont. from P. 6 

up by Presidential Administration 
head Volodymyr Lytvyn with Prime 
Minister Anatoliy Kinakh in the sec- 
ond slot (which accurately indicates 
their relative political weights). 
Joining them are Mykola Azarov, 
with his powerful tax administration 
empire, and VDeputy Prime Minis- 
ter Volodymyr Semynozhenko as 
well as former Deputy Prime Min- 
ister Serhiy Tihipko with his Labor 
Ukraine party, which includes the 
young oligarch Andriy Derkach, a 
son of the former head of the secret 
services. All this to oppose the 
SDPU(o). 

That the SDPU(0)’s opponents 
have banded together does not bode 
well for its prospects during the up- 
coming March 31 elections. Prob- 
ably Ше SDPU(0)’s greatest setback, 
however, has been the Dec. 13, 
2001, removal of Viktor Med- 
vedchuk from his post of First 
Deputy Chairman of the Verkhovna 
Rada, or parliament. The vote was 
painstakingly prepared over the 
course of two months with the as- 
sistance of Kyiv mayor Oleksandr 
Omelchenko (as a recent “tape” 
scandal graphically demonstrated) 
and Speaker Ivan Pliushch, who had 
definitely begun to “feel the heat” 
from the SDPU(o) group. 

Given Pliushch’s bad health, 
Medvedchuk had in fact come torun 
the parliament as he saw fit. 
Medvedchuk’s removal thus dealt a 


serious blow to the SDPU(o)’s im- - 


age as a “winner” and removed a 
linchpin in its political cover. But, 
most importantly, the setback strikes 
directly at the SDPU(0)’s long-term 
strategy: to see Medvedchuk elected 
President of Ukraine. 

To overcome the drawbacks of its 
front-runner position and go to the 
next level, “The Seven” — the 
SDPU(o) — Surkis’ clan — must 
claim the country’s top post, with- 
out which all their gains to this day 
will remain unconsolidated. 
Kuchma has in recent years cooled 
to the SDPU(0), correctly seeing 
their meteoric rise as a danger to 
himself. 

Conversely, Medvedchuk’s ouster 
was an all-too clear reminder to the 
SDPU(0) crowd that, without the 
presidency, their future remains un- 
certain as well. One thing is certain, 
the SDPU(0)’s future is sure to be 
spectacular, one way or the other. 
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А ватра далі горить. Свято Весни Пластової Станиці в Едмонтоні. 


Зміна варти 


в Пластовій 


Станиці Едмонтону 


П. Саварин 

3-го лютого, в Пластовому домі, відбу- 
лися загальні збори станиці, на яких 
станичним на 2002 рік вибрано кол. 
довголітнього зв'язкового пл. сен. Маркі- 
яна Лазурка. Зборами керували пл. сен- 
и Ярема Шулякевич (предсідник) і Петро 
Єаварин (секретар). 

За звичаєм, збори відкрила уступаюча 
станична пл. сен. Славка Шулякевич. 
Після схвалення програми зборів і від- 
читання протоколу із попередніх - при- 
сутні заслухали пояснень і додатків до 
звітів, які одержали всі присутні на 
письмі, у формі 38 сторінкової кижечки. 
Книжечка подала обширні звіти не лише 
членів станичної старшини, але й провід- 
ників уладів і різних референтів. 

Після короткої дискусії і питань, на 
внесок провідно-номінаційної комісії на 
чолі із пл. сен. Михайлом Саварином, 
збори уділили уступаючій станичній 
старшині абсолюторію і вибрали нову, 
в наступному складі: станична рада - 
Марія Дитиняк, Славка Шулякевич і Оля 
Саварин; станична старшина: станичний 
- Маркіян Лазурко, писар - Їгор Попо- 
вич, скарбник - Тарас Боцюрків; госпо- 
дар - Еміліян Грох; провірно-номінаційна 
комісія: Михайло Саварин, Дарія Васа- 
раб-Роланд і Боян Яровенко; голова Кад- 
ри виховників - Юрій Дитиняк; бібліо- 
текар-архівіст - Надя Цинцар; пресовий 
референт — Петро Саварин; представник 
до КУК - Оля Саварин; зв'язкова з 
Пластом в Україні - Софія Скрипник. 

Осталися на своїх постах (невиборних) 
наступні: п-і Надя Вархола - голова 
Пласт-прияту, п-і Оксана Тимчак — 
діловод стан. крамнички, осередковий 
YIIC - Ярослав Скрипник, осередковий 
УСП - ст. пл. Орест Грох, зв'язкова - 
Катруся Долішна, зв'язковий Михайло 
Саварин, гніздова - ст. пл. Харитія Білаш 
і гніздовий - Юрій Дитиняк. 

Збори зокрема відмітили працю голови 
кадри виховників Радомира Вілаша, а 
також ще раз схвалили внесок, щоби 
станиця написала листа до КПС в 
Торонті, з копією до всіх станиць, 
пропонуючи «зняти з порядку нарад КТІС 
приналежність Пласту до Канадського 
скавтінгу». Уступаючий скарбник Баса- 

раб-Роланд відмітила поважні датки на 
цілі Пласту: Альбертського уряду, Аль- 
бертського товариства збереження укра- 
їнської культури, Благодійного товариства 
Едмонтону, відділу КУК, п. Михайла 
Свистуна і Братства українців католиків. 
Маючи поміч української спільноти і 
дохід з коляди, станиця могла не лише 


покрити всякі адміністративні кошти, але 
й допомогти трохи батькам післати своїх 
дітей на різні табори чи вишколи, купити 
для вітальні нові меблі, а для дому нові 
огрівальні печі і т.д. Ц.р. станиця ще 
візьметься до основного ремонту Пласто- 
вого дому. На рекомендацію станичної 
ради Васараб-Роланд стала пл. сен. 
довіря, а Орденами Вічного вогню були 
нагороджені Надя Цинцар і Софія 
Скрипник. 

Новообраний Станичний Лазурко, дя- 
куючи за довіря, подав 4 причини, чому 
він з «великою повагою», але без ваган- 
ня, погодився очолити станицю, кінчаючи 
словами: «Нагода далі продовжувати 
працю з такою талановитою групою 
виховників та приятелів переконала мене 
взяти на себе обов'язок станичного». 
Боже, помагай! 

Стан станиці за 2001 рік - 140 членів: 
14 новачок, 19 новаків, 29 юначок, 18 
юнаків, 9 ст. пластунів/ок, i 51 сеньйорів/ 
ок. Як звичайно, станиця відмітила: свята 
Юрія і Весни, Листопадовий чин, День 
Пласту, урядила День відкритих дверей, 
Ярмарок, «Свічечку», станичну вечерю. 
Самозрозуміло, що були й гарні новацькі 
і курінні юнацькі табори: водний, рікою 
Ред Ривер, командант Лазурко - юнаків, 
і на роверах, «Вогонь під колесами», 
командантка Галя Яровенко - юначок, 
в горах Кананаскіс. Станиця видала одно 
число новацького журналу «Готуйсь» і 
одну кольорову одноднівку, вислала 7 
делегатів на наради KIIC в Торонті, а 5 
делегатів на Конгрес КУК у Вінніпезі, 
взяла участь у Світовому форумі україн- 
ців i КУПО в Києві. Кадра активних 
виховників м. р. начисляла 19 членів, 3 
яких 11 має один, два, а то й три, 
новацькі чи юнацькі, ступені КВ; 6 
членів станиці - Харитія і Радомир 
Білаш, Ярослав Петрів, Михайло Сава- 
рин, Володимир Горбай і Зірка Когут - 
відбули вишкіл виховників, а 5 одержали 
ступені КВ - Марічка Качмар, Лариса 
Їлюк, Світлана Яровенко, Лука 
Петришин і Микола Білаш. На 
вишкільному таборі «золота булава» були: 
Міла Якута, Юлія Дитиняк i Мотря Сава- 
рин, а 4 юначки - Світлана Яровенко, 
Ореста Шулякевич, Оленка Товстюк та 
Лариса Їлюк були номіновані «вірли- 
цями». Членами KIIC/KIIP з Едмонтону 
були: Славка Шулякевич, Віра Кунда, 
Радомир Білаш, Петро Саварин і Марічка 
Качмар, членами КПБ - Славка Шуляке- 
вич і Ксеня Бубель (ном. комісія), а 
Ярослав Скрипник - членом статутової 
КОМІСІЇ. 
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Зліва на право - державний архівіст Inn Вилсон, президент КУК Євген Чолій, 
державний секретар Гар Нутсон, амбасадор Юрій Щербак і член парляменту 
Володимир Ластівка. 


Відзначення десятиріччя дипломатії 


в Державному 
Юлія Войчишин 

Заходами Державного Архіву Канади 
і Посольства України в Канаді відбувся 
в приміщенні архіву, 30-го січня, вечір 
для відзначення 10-річчя дипломатичних 
відносин між Канадою й Україною. 

У виставочній залі архіву була, улашто- 
вана архівістами Мироном Момриком і 
Paulette Dozois, виставка документів, що 
засвідчувала десять років сучасної дипло- 
матичної діяльности, як і документи з 
часів української державности 1918-1919 
років. 

Формальна частина розпочалася в 
авдиторії архіву відспіванням англійською 
і французькою мовами канадського слав- 
ня та «Ще не вмерла Україна» молодень- 
кою співачкою Софією Лега. У мистець- 
кій частині виступила, повна молодіж- 
нього ентузіязму, група танцюристів 
оттавського ансамблю «Світанок», а 
співак-бандурист Володимир Мота з 
Монтреалю зачарував присутніх прек- 
расним виконанням двох лірично-пат- 
ріотичних пісень - «Ой, нагнувся дуб 
високий» і «Повій вітре на Вкраїну». 

Державний архівіст Їян Вилсон говорив 
про важливість збереження української 
спадщини як частини канадської спадщи- 
ни. Згадавши коротко про більше ніж 
100-річну історію українського поселення 
в Канаді, та понад мільйон канадського 
населення українського походження, він 
подав декілька знаних прізвищ як приклад 
досягнень українців, таких як: Рамон 
Гнатишин, Вейн Грецький, Виліям Кури- 
лик, Рой Романов, Джон Сопінка, Роберта 
Бондар, Джордж Рига, Люба Гой і Стів 
Подборський. Пан Вилсон не забув 
згадати й про те, що у першій половині 
минулого сторіччя, у відношенні до укра- 
їнців в Канаді, була дискримінація, i 
що в І-й Світовій війні біля 5000 
українців в Канаді, були інтерновані як 
“enemy aliens”, але в той сам час 10 
тисяч українців зголосилися до канадської 
армії, а в 2-ій Світовій війні бульше як 
34 тисячі боролися на стороні аліянтів. 
Незалежність України була центральною 
справою української громади від 1920- 
их років і це є широко 
задокументовано в Дер- 
жавнім архіві. Цитуючи 
Шевченка «Ї чужому 
научайтесь, свого не 
цурайтесь», заохочував 
відвідувати архів і Веб- 
сторінку архіву. Пізніше 
він відчитав привітальні 
листи від Прем'єра Он- 
таріо Бил Гарриса та ко- 
лишнього Міністра за- 
кордонних справ Канади, 
Барбари МакДугал, яка 
після вислідів референду- 
му в Україні 1-го грудня 
1991 року, в імені канад- 
ського уряду визнала 
Україну незалежною. 

Гар Нутсон, Держав- 
ний секретар з питань 


Архіві Канади 
Центральної i Східної Европи та Близь- 
кого Сходу, новоназначений на цю пози- 
цію в січні ц.р., який відвідав Київ в 
лютому, заявив: “Two weeks ago, I was 
honoured and delighted to be asked by the 
Prime Minister to become the Secretary 
for Central and Eastern Europe and Middle 
East. For me it will be interesting and 
exciting involvement in development of 
Canada-Ukraine relationship...”. 

Голова парляментарної групи «Канада - 
Україна», Володимир Ластівка підкреслив 
важливість цих урочистостей як для 
України так і для Канади. Для підтверд- 
ження він прочитав привітального листа 
учасникам цього вечора від Заступник 
прем'єр-міністра Канади Джона Менлі, 
описав свої відвідини Києва й успішну 
зустріч з президентом Кучмою та 
Міністром закородонних справ Зленком 
у грудні 2001 року. 

Амбасадор України д-р Юрій Щербак 
висловив свою вдячність Державному 
архівові і п. Вилсону, Державному архі- 
вістові, за можливість відбути ці урочис- 
тості в їхньому прекрасному приміщенні. 
Посол також відчитав листа від Кучми 
до Генерального Губернатора Канади 
Адріянни Кларксон, в якому він високо 
оцінює позицію Канади відносно України 
від початку її заіснування і до сьогодні 
і складає найкращі побажання Її Exce- 
ленції і канадському народові. У свойому 
виступі д-р Щербак показав великий 
поступ України у різних ділянках за 
цих десять років, звертаючи особливу 
увагу на розвиток дипломатії. Радянська 
Україна мала тільки 145 іноземних 
консулятів, а тепер Україна має дипло- 
матичні зв'язки з 180 країнами. Понад 
80 амбасад знаходяться в Києві, і 84 
українські дипломатичні чи консульські 
місії акредитовані в різних країнах. В 
Канаді розглядається можливість від- 
криття третього консуляту в Едмонтоні 
після Оттави і Торонта. Амбасадор знов 
згадав про важливу ролю, що її відіг- 
равала і відіграє українська громада у 
скріпленні взаємовідносин між Канадою 
й Україною і закінчив словами «Слава 
Україні!» i “God bless Canada”. 


ВИЙ 


Танцювальний ансамбль «Світанок». 
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Sokil Pee-Wees participate 


БЕРЕ 


in Quebec tournament 


By Mike Reshitnyk 2 = 


Quebec City’s 43rd annual inter- 
national Pee-Wee hockey toumna- 
ment is the focus of exciting new 
experiences and a lifetime of memo- 
ries for 20 young boys from 
Ukraine’s Kyiv Sokil hockey team. 
This tournament, being held be- 
tween Feb. 14-24, unites over 2,300 
players, from 16 countries. 

The Sokils, composed mostly of 
13-year-olds and part of the Ice 
Hockey Federation of Kyiv, was 
classed as an A team for the tourna- 
ment. 

But, the new experiences and life- 
long memories are not exclusive for 
the Sokil hockey players. 

Montreal’s Ukrainian and Quebec 
City’s francophone communities 
also had their share as hosts and 
sponsors of the team’s visit. 

Following their arrival at Toronto 
and a bus ride to Montreal on Feb. 
10, the team, accompanied by the 
Federation’s president, Vladimir V. 
Nizhnik and coach Leonid 
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PHOTO — MIKE RESHITNYK 
Sokil Pee-Wee shoots at the net. 


Shafarenko, was taken in hand by 
Father Thor Kutash, parish priest of 
St. Mary’s the Protectress Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church and the Lucien 
Kulik of Sportove Tovarystvo 
Ukrayina. 

Father Kutash, was initially con- 
tacted by sports enthusiast and 
former trainee of Shefarenko, Serhiy 
Mozgovyi, about the team’s pas- 
sage. Ever the skilful organizer, 
Kutash rapidly set in motion the sup- 
port required to host the team for 
three days in Montreal prior to their 
departure to Quebec City. 

Community members took the 
boys into their homes, exhibition 
games were organized, the parish’s 
women’s association prepared a 
breakfast and Father Kutash cel- 
ebrated a service to bless the team. 

The relay of support and sponsor- 
ship then passed on to Quebec City’s 
francophone families who took over 
the duties of hosting the boys upon 
their arrival on February 13, under 
the auspices of the Pee Wee hockey 
tournament. 

When asked about any language 


barrier, federation president Nizhnik 
said, “There is no problem, most of 
the boys speak a little English,” and 
most of the francophone families 
speak a little English. 

Although the Sokils dropped their 
opening game on Friday, Feb. 15, 
coach Shafarenko stated, “The boys 
learnt a lot from their experience.” 
He said they were particularly awed 
by the size of the Pepsi Coliseum, 
former home of the NHL’s Québec 
Nordiques. “The team had a bit of 
trouble adjusting to North American 
hockey rules,” continued 
Shaferenko, “and we are also used 
to full body contact, which is not 
allowed here.” 

“At home, the team placed first 
іп а 10-team Eastern European 
league which includes Latvia, 
Belarus and Ukraine,” beamed the 
proud coach. 

“My dream is that with some fi- 
nancial support, these boys can go 
on to proper hockey careers, perhaps 
here in Canada or the United States 
— even used hockey equipment 
such as skates are welcome,” he 


added. 

The boys filled time between 
scheduled games with public exhi- 
bition games, cultural visits and time 
with their sponsor families. 

Both Nizhnik and Shafarenko em- 
phasized that the trip would not have 
been possible without help from 
many sources. Shafarenko lamented 
that he did not receive any financial 
support from Kyiv’s municipal gov- 
ernment. “As late as January 5, we 
were unsure we could afford to 
come, but through friends in Kyiv, 
we raised $5,000US.” 

They also highly praised another 
important sponsor, NHL Buffalo 
Sabres’ Oleksiy Zhytnyk, a Sokil 
alumni who donated the team’s dis- 
tinctive hockey jerseys. This much- 
appreciated sponsorship came after 
Shafarenko contacted Oleksiy’s fa- 
ther, who lives in Kyiv. 

Closing off their comments, 
Nizhnik and Shafarenko persistently 
expressed the following: “On behalf 
of the team, please accept our thanks 
to all who were involved in helping 
our team during this trip. 


Ukraine finishes 


Ukraine, playing in its first ever Olympic hockey tour- 
nament, finished fifth following a 9-2 loss to Latvia in 
the battle for ninth place, Feb. 15. 

Ukraine was eliminated from advancing into the final 
round by Belarus, Latvia by Germany. 

Latvia took a runaway lead in the first period, scoring 

six goals. 
Leonids Tambijevs, Harijs Vitolins and Vyacheslav 
Fanduls scored in the first 4:40. Latvia (1-1-1) scored 
six times on its first nine shots. Fanduls finished with 
two goals. 

Dmytro Khristych of the Washington Capitals and Igor 
Chybirev scored for Ukraine (2-1). 

When Latvia scored for the third time, Ukraine 
goaltender Thor Karpenko was replaced by Kostayantyn 
Simchuk. Thirty-six seconds later, Latvia scored against 
Simchuk. 

Ukraine’s fate in the preliminary round was sealed 
with a 1-0 loss to Belarus Feb. 9. Despite ending up tied 
with Belarus in Group В following a 5-2 upset over Swit- 
zerland two days later and a 4-2 victory over France, 
Feb. 13. Ukraine ended in second place. 

Only one time from the group could advance to the 
final round against Canada, the United States, Russia, 
the Czech Republic, Sweden and Finland, all of who 
automatically qualified, and Germany, which advanced 
from preliminary Group A. 

Feb. 9 Sergei Shabanov stopped 17 shots, and Oleg 
Mikulchik scored during a two-man advantage with 
12:11 to play. 

Shabanov won a tense duel with Ukraine goalie 
Simchuk, a veteran of four North American minor 
leagues. Shabanov made several outstanding saves in 


tenth in hockey 


the third period as both teams’ offenses emerged from 
two dull periods for an outstanding series of scoring 
chances in the third, reported The Associated Press 

Mikulchik, who played 37 NHL games for Winnipeg 
and Anaheim from 1993-96, broke the scoreless tie 
during the only effective power play from either team. 
Sergei Stas made a pass from behind the goal line to 
Mikulchik, who fired a wrist shot over Simchuk’s 
glove into the top comer of the net. 

In an unmistakably American touch, the fans were 
egged on by midriff-baring cheerleaders who clapped 
and shouted into megaphones behind the end boards. 

Two days later Valentyn Oletsky scored two goals for 
Ukraine in a 5-2 victory over Switzerland, only to be 
eliminated from Olympic men’s hockey later that night. 

Looking completely changed from the undisciplined 
team that was shut out by Belarus in its first game, 
Ukraine relentlessly hit and attacked in a victory that 
also eliminated the Swiss (0-1-1), the pre-tournament 
favorites in Group B. 

Belarus, which beat Ukraine earlier, won the four- 
team pool by beating France. 

In perhaps the most physical game of the tourna- 
ment, Ukraine and Switzerland played tight-checking, 
bad-tempered hockey, with several minor skirmishes 
and even a first-period fight with actual punches — a 
гагігу in international play. 

Feb. 13 Khristych and Chybirev scored power plays 
goals in the first to start Ukraine rolling to а 4-2 Olym- 
pic hockey victory over France. Vadym Shakraychuk 
and Oleksiy Ponikarovsky scored in the second pe- 
riod to give Ukraine (2-1) a three-goal pad in the sec- 
ond period. 


Ukraine blanks on medals, 
scores on scandals 


(UkrNews)—As of Feb. 19, Ukraine had yet to win a medal at the 19th 
Winter Olympics, held at Salt Lake City, Feb. 8-24. 

However, the country did make the news in what was to become one of 
the most controversial scandals in Olympic history. 

Skating judge Yuri Balkov, who was suspended for a year for miscon- 
duct connected to the 1998 Olympic ice dance event, was among the five 
judges who awarded the gold medal in figure skating pairs to Yelena 
Berezhnaya and Anton Sikharulidze of Russia ahead of Canada’s Jamie 
Sale and David Pelletier, despite a flawless Canadian performance. 

The judges were loudly booed in the Olympic Ice Center and faced a 
barrage of criticism 12 hours later. 

Subsequently, the French judge admitted she had been pressured by her 
federation to vote for the Russians and Sale and Pelletier were awarded a 
second gold, with the Russians, on Feb. 18. 

As of feb. 19, Ukraine’s best showing at the Olympics was the fifth 
place finish of Stanislav Kravchuk in men’s Aerials Freestyle Skiing. Gold 
in that event went to Ales Valenta of the Czech Republic. Silver to Joe 
Pack of the United States and bronze to Alexei grichin of Belarus. Canada’s 
Jeff bean was fourth. Ukraine’s next best showing was the sixth place 
finish of Lilia Ludan in luge. 

The biggest disappointment was in biathlon where the women’s team 
finished tenth and much-touted team leader Olena Zubrilova 59th in the 
7.5 kilometre sprint. 


Vitali Klitschko stops 
Vaughn Bean in round 11 


(Universum Box-Promotion)—In a performance his trainer Fritz Sdunek 
calls “by far his best since coming back,” former WBO heavyweight cham- 
pion Vitali Klitschko retained his WBA International belt with a domi- 
nant 11th-round TKO over Vaughn “Shake And Bake” Bean Feb. 8 in 
Braunschweig, Germany. 

“He was the most awkward fighter I have ever fought,” the 6-foot-8, 
30-year-old Klitschko said after improving to 31-1 with 30 knockouts. “I 
am very happy with the result. I know Bean can take a good punch and is 
always dangerous so I did not want to push it and just try for a knockout. 
I had trained to go 12 rounds.” 

Klitschko, who was born in Ukraine, but lives in his adopted homeland 
of Germany, won every round in impressive style. The referee stopped 
the one-sided proceedings at 1:40 of the 11th. The best moments for Bean 
(42-3, 32 KO’s), whose only losses were on points to then-IBF champion 
Michael Moorer and then-WBA-IBF champion Evander Holyfield, came 
in the eighth round when he landed two solid hooks flush on Klitschko’s 
chin. But Klitschko roared back to win the round and continued to press 
the action thereafter. At bout’s conclusion, both of Bean’s eyes were badly 
swollen. 3 

By becoming the first boxer to defeat Bean inside the distance — last 
Dec. 8, he became the first to stop Ross Puritty, also by 11th-round TKO 
— Klitschko remains the WBC’s mandatory challenger to fight the win- 
ner of a Lennox Lewis-Mike Tyson fight. Vitali is ranked No. 2 in the 
World Boxing Council (WBC) and the WBO, and No. 3 in the World 
Boxing Association (WBA). 

“Tam really hoping they can make that fight soon,” said the once-beaten 
Klitschko, who is 4-0 since losing to Chris Byrd in a WBO title defense 
on April 1, 2000, in which he suffered a torn rotator cuff. “The sooner that 
fight is made and they fight, the sooner I get to fight the winner.” 


Wladimir Klitschko to 
defend WBO title against Botha 


(Universum Box-Promotion)—The third title defense of WBO heavy- 
weight champion Wladimir KItischko is settled. On March 16 the Ham- 
burg-based Ukrainian will face South African Francois Botha in Stuttgart. 

“Botha is on top of his game but I’m confident that I will defend my 
title successfully”, Klitschko, 37-1 (35 KOs), said one month in front of 
his fourth world championship contest. 

“Botha is a boxer with great experience. He also looked excellent against 
Mike Tyson before being stopped. I have great respect for him and I won’t 
underestimate him.” 

Botha is well known in German boxing circles from his controversial 
fight against Axel Schulz six years ago. In December of 1995 the “White 
Buffalo” scored a disputed decision against the German in a fight for the 
vacant IBF title. After the decision was announced the disappointed Ger- 
man fans at Hans-Martin Schleyer Halle threw bottles and cups into the 
ring. Later the IBF stripped Botha off the title because of a doping delict. 

The Schulz-Botha contest took place at the same arena in Stuttgart where 
now Wladimir Klitschko will take on the California-based South African. 

“What happened in the fight between Schulz and Botha was an excep- 
tion. It won’t happen again”, promoter Klaus-Peter Kohl stated. 

The 33-year-old Botha, 44-3-1 (28 KOs), is currently preparing for his 
fourth world title contest in a training camp in the Rocky Mountains. Be- 
side the Schulz fight he also challenged Michael Moorer and Lennox Lewis 
in heavyweight championships. Furthermore Botha stepped into the ring 
against Mike Tyson in January 1999, made the former champ look bad for 
five rounds before he got caught by a solid shot. Botha, turrently ranked 
УВО #10, has won his last four consecutive fights. 


CONTINENTAL 
INN 


16625 STONY PLAIN ROAD, EDMONTON, ALBERTA TSP 4A8 
TELEPHONE: 484-7751; FAX:484-9827 
пиининоинининининиовиономниооононоВоюи 


For Banquets, Weddings, Parties please call 
484-7751 


Weddings & Banquets up to 400 people 
We specialize in Ukrainian Food 


CILASS LE*LEiD 


МАТРИМОНІЯЛЬНЕ - Українка, 38 років, донечці 14 
років, розлучена не зі своєї вини, працювита, нелінива в 
нічому, добра кухарка, знається на фармерській праці, дбайлива 
для родини й церкви. Познайомиться з паном відповіднього 
віку від 40 до 60 років, бажає з українцем, який мешкає в 
Канаді, Америці або в інших державах. Прошу двонити на 
ч. тел.: 011-380-354-426-864 або писати на адресу: Україна, 
282220 обл. Тернопільська, м. Бучач, вул. Б. Хмельницького 
59. Собків Олександра Іванівна. 


КОНГРЕС УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 
відділ В ЕДМОНТОНІ 


ласкаво запрошує Вас 
на 


БЕНКЕТ і ЗУСТРІЧ 


із Президентом Централі КУК адв. Евгеном Чолієм 
з нагоди 
60-ЛІТТЯ КОНГРЕСУ УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 
і ВШАНУВАННЯ ДОБРОВОЛЬЦІВ KYK 
в суботу, 16-го березня 2002 р. 
о 6:30 год. вечора 
в Домі Української Молоді 
9615 - 153 Авеню, Едмонтон 


За квитками на БЕНКЕТ ($60 від особи, або $100 від пари), 
просимо до 12-го березня звертатися до членів Управи КУК: 
Люба Бойко-Белл: 469-4890; Стефан Романюк: 487-1508; 
Оля Саварин; 469-1860; Микола Воротиленко; 604-5885. 


За частину кошту квитка дістанете посвідку для доходового податку. 


LAWYERS DENTURISTS 


АДВОКАТИ ЗУБНІ ТЕХНІКИ 
Вгода & Company CHEKERDA'S 
BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS Denture Clinic Ltd. 

Rosslyn Shopping Centre 
lhor Broda Edmonton 
1o723-es5ren | | MeGHEKERDA 


Edmonton, AB T5E 5V6 13562 - 97 З 
Ph.: (780) 456-9330 | Ph.: (780) 475-0011 


DOCTORS ДОКТОРИ 


Dr. BORYS HOSHOWSKY 
specializing in diseases of the EAR, NOSE & THROAT 
Appointment by referral 
Suite #101, 8330 Fairmount Drive S.E., Calgary, AB 
Tel.: (403) 640-1199 
PEDIATRIC DENTIST ДИТЯЧИЙ ДЕНТИСТ 

Dr. BOHDAN KUZYK 
PEDIATRIC DENTIST 


Suite 515, 10830 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T5J 2B3 


Tel.: (780) 428-7767; Fax: (780) 425-2329 
Говорю по українськи 


DENTISTS - ДЕНТИСТИ YOU CAN 
Dr. а кн НАМЕ THIS 
SPACE! 


#110, 10910 - 105 Ave, Edmonton, AB Т5Н 013 
Call: 


(780) 420-1510 
(780) 488-3693 


Extended Hours: 
Wednesday afternoons & еуепіп, 
Saturday appointments SHEA 
Говоримо по-українському 
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Проф. Пітер Соломон, Директор Центру російських ma східно-європейських студій та 


Координатор Програми Петра Яцика для Студій України; Надія Яцик, президент Освітньої 
Фундації Петра Яцика; Достойний Генрі Джакман, Канцлер Торонтського університету; Професор 
Майкал Mapyc, декан зрадуаційних студій Торонтського університету; Лариса Яровенко, 
СпівКоординаторка Програми Петра Яцика; Достойний д-р Юрій Щербак, Амбасадор України 


до Канади. 


Діяльності Освітної 


Фундації 


"У Центрі російських та східно-європейських 
студій Торонтського університету з'явилася нова 
програма. Вона має українознавчий зміст і носить 
ім'я славного мецената Петра Яцика." 

Освітня Фундація Петра Яцика послідовно 
демонструє обрану від свого початку стратегію 
діяльності: утвердження українського імені в 
західньому світі, сприяння авторитету України, 
поширення знань про неї. Всі основні проекти 
фундації підпорядковані передовсім цій меті, вся 
діяльність Яцика мецената саме цим покликана 
до життя. Досить бодай згадати його щедрі 
пожертви для Енциклопедії українознавства й для 
заснування Українського Дослідницького інституту 
при Гарвардському Університеті, про засновані 
його коштом українські студії в Колюмбійському, 
Альбертському та Лондонському університетах. 
Окремої докладної розмови заслуговує тема перек- 
ладу і видання англійською мовою монументальної 
"історії Руси-України? М. Грушевського, що 
виконується під е ідою Освітньої Фундації.... 

Ще в червні 2001 р. Петро Яцик пожертвував 
600.000 доларів, щоб заснувати спеціяльну 
програму Вивчення України в школі магістерської 
освіти, та 350.000 доларів для магістерської 
стипендії з україністики (вона включатиме 50.000 
на покриття початкових витрат програми). 
Торонтський університет робить додатковий внесок 
для фонду стипендій, завдяки цьому загальна сума 
виростає до 1,3 мільйон доларів. 

Нове дітище мецената мало відкритися 5-го 
листопада, 2001 р. Але раптова смерть Петра 
Яцика змусила відкласти цю урочисту подію. | 
ось 4-го лютого цього року відбувся святковий 
ритуал, який, сказати б, остаточно узаконив 
програму Петра Яцика при Торонтському 
університеті. Це - перший проект мецената, який 
відкривався вже без нього. 

Святкова подія почалася словами декана 
градуційних студій при Торонтському Університеті 
Майкла Марруса, який наголосив на важливості 
нової програми для поширення знань про Україну. 

Надзвичайний та Повноважний амбасадор 
України до Канади д-р Юрій Щербак виголосив 
слово від імені президента Української держави 
з приводу цієї події, окремо відзначаючи великі 
заслуги мецаната Петра Яцика перед своїм 
народом. Амбасадор нагадав присутнім, що Петро 
Яцик за свою благородну добротворчу діяльність 
відзначений двома високими державними Haropo— 
дами України: Почесна відзнака президента України 
та Орден Ярослава Мудрого. Цілком законномірно, 
підкреслив амбасадор, що Міжнародний конкурс 
з української мови, який став масовим 
патріотичним марафоном, в якому беруть участь 
мільйони дітей, носить ім'я свого ініціатора - 
Петра Яцика. 

Професор Пітер Соломон, директор Центру 
міжнародних російських і східно-європейських 


студій i координатор Програми Петра Яцика сказав 


Петра Яцика 


теплі подячні слова на адресу мецената і 
фундації, також підкресливши важливість нового 
проекту. 

Достойний Генрі Джакман, канцлер Торонт- 
ського Університету разом зі словами подяки 
на адресу фундації вручив доньці мецената Наді 
Яцик спеціальний пропам'ятний дар на згадку 
про цю історичну подію. 

Президент Промбанк Їнвестмент та президент 
Освітньої фундації Петра Яцика" Надя Яцик 
оприлюднила спеціяльно до цієї події написану 
промову свого батька, в якій ішлося про 
принципові засади діяльності великого мецената 
української освіти в західньому світі. 

Школа магістерської освіти Торонтського 
університету - це найбільша магістерська школа 
Канади. Понад 10 тисяч студентів, з 80-ти 
факультетів, центрів та інститутів навчаються 
за магістерською та докторською програмами 
Торонтського Університету. Ця прогрма прива-- 
блює не тільки студентів Північної Америки а 
й усього світу. Майже тисяча іноземних студентів 
приходить щорічно тут до магістеріуму. 

На думку керівництва університету, Центр 
російських та східно-європейських студій, До 
складу якого входитиме Програма імені Петра 
Яцика, є однією з провідних установ Північної 
Америки у вивченні країн Центральної та Східної 
Європи і колишнього Радянського Союзу. Центр 
також відомий своєю міждисциплінарною 
ма істерською програмою, яка надає можливості 
літнього стажування в країнах всього регіону. 

Учасник, Михайло Слабошпицький, 
співголова Міжнародного конкурсу 3 
української мови, виконавчий Директор Ліги 
українських меценатів 


"Нерадикальний" Ющенко не 
співпрацюватиме з 
"опозиційною" Тимошенко 

(Українська Правда/Їнтерфакс-Україна- 
вибори) Лідер "Нашої України" Віктор Ющенка 
пояснює своє рішення не об'єднуватися з Блоком 
Юлії Тимошенко тим, що цей блок є "опози- 
ційним", а його блок - "конструктивним". 

На зустрічі з жителями Ніжина Чернігівської 
області 13-го лютого Ющенка підкреслив, що 
Тимошенко формує "опозиційний блок" і він 
розуміє, "чому вона це робить". "Цей блок на 
виборах поточного року переможе і збере своїх 
прихильників", - сказав Ющенко, додавши, що, 
"можливо, їх не так вже і багато". 

У той же час, його мета, зазначив Ющенко, - 
зібрати ті демократичні сили, які можуть під- 
тримати конструктивну програму, "невойовничу, 
неопозиційну і нерадикальну". "Я упевнений, що 
таких сил в десятки разів більше, 1 залишити їх 
без нагляду і без теми'юб'єднання було б по- 
громадянському не чесно", підкреслив він. 
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Dr. Ostap Hawaleshka with two of his models. 


Ukraine’s aerospace 
achievements highlighted 
in upcoming lecture 


By Bohdan Klid 

Ukraine has traditionally been viewed as an agricultural country and its 
people as agriculturalists. Most Ukrainian immigrants to Canada did come 
from rural or semi-rural areas, which has reinforced this image and ste- 
reotype. Yet, Ukraine is a highly industrialized country; it has a highly 
educated population, and its scientists and engineers have to their credit 
many notable scientific and technical achievements. 

March 8 at the Alberta Aviation Museum in Edmonton, Dr. Ostap 
Hawaleshka will deliver the annual Shevchenko Lecture on Ukraine’s 
achievements in aerospace science and technology. The lecture will be 
followed by the official opening of the “Mriya Exhibition” featuring re- 
productions of airplane types designed and manufactured by the Antonov 
Aircraft Corporation of Kyiv, as well as of rockets and space technology 
produced by KB Pivdenne of Dnipropetrovsk. The Pivdenne complex, 


| З which once produced the feared Soviet SS-18 intercontinental ballistic 


missile, now produces the Zenit rocket, which is used by the U.S.-led Sea 
launch project. 

Dr. Haweleshka is Emeritus Professor at the University of Manitoba 
and was the first Executive Director of the Science and Technology Cen- 
ter in Ukraine (STCU). He is a recent recipient of the Order of Canada, 
which was awarded in part for his work in Ukraine. During his term as 
Executive Director of the STCU, Dr. Haweleshka supervised non-mili- 
tary R&D projects of Ukraine’s top scientists who had worked in the former 
Soviet Union’s weapons of mass destruction and their means of delivery 
projects. 

The STCU was established in 1994 to give former strategic weapons 
scientists and engineers, particularly those who possessed knowledge and 
skills related to weapons of mass destruction or missile delivery systems, 
Opportunities to redirect their talents to peaceful pursuits. The STCU is an 
intergovernmental body, which has received funding from the govern- 
ments of Canada, the U.S., Japan, the E.U., and Sweden. The Govern- 
ment of Canada, through the Canadian International Development Agency 
(CIDA), is committed to support the STCU to 2006 through a contribu- 
tion of $3, 900,000. Due to STCU’s work, many productive relationships 
have been established between Ukraine’s scientists and Western indus- 
tries, including the patenting of new products and technologies. The website 
of the STCU is located at <www.stcu.kiev.ua>. 

The annual Shevchenko Lecture is co-sponsored by the Ukrainian Pro- 
fessional and Business Club of Edmonton and the Canadian Institute of 
Ukrainian Studies, University of Alberta. The exhibit is being co-spon- 
sored with the Alberta Aviation Museum. 


Homegrown talent salutes 
Harriet Winspear 


(Bottom Line)—The Society for the Retired and Semi-Retired presents 
Harriet Winspear’s Celebration of the Arts - A Gala Tribute and Silent 
Auction - on Saturday, April 6, 2002 at The Winspear Centre. The Silent 
Auction begins at 7 pm and the performance at 8 pm. All proceeds from 
the event go to the Society programs and services. 

Harriet Winspear’s Celebration of the Arts is a showcase of diverse and 
talented artists that call Edmonton home. Performers include former Ca- 
nadian Brass member, Jens Lindemann; 13 year-old violin protege, Ewald 
Cheung; crowd-pleasing musical comedians, The PreTenors; opera sing- 
ing sensations, Opera NUOVA ; the internationally renowned Ukrainian 
Shumka Dancers; and prominent local jazz musician, Kent Sangster as 
musical director. The evening will be hosted by local media personality 
Colin Maclean. 

This gala is an opportunity for Edmonton to pay tribute to Winspear, 
Honourary Patron for The Society of the Retired and Semi-Retired, for 
her contributions to the arts community and to honour her vitality and 
spirit of giving. 

The Society for the Retired and Semi-Retired is a charitable non-profit 
organization that provides seniors in Edmonton and surrounding areas 
Opportunities to enhance their lives. Edmonton Seniors’ Safe Housing — 
which provides temporary accommodation for older men and women in 
need of safety from abusive situations — is just one of many programs 
funded and serviced by the Society. 

Tickets for Harriet Winspear’s Celebration of the Arts range from $25 - 
$65 and are available at The Winspear Box Office or by phone at (780) 
428-1414. 
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Book shows how history repeats itself 


Review by Eugene Harasymiw 

In Fear of the Barbed Wire Fence: Canada’s First 
National Internment Operations and the Ukrainian Ca- 
nadians, 1914-1920 by Lubomyr Luciuk (Kashtan 
Press, Kingston) 2001, 170 pages, $20.00. 

In the wake of the Canadian government’s initial 
tepid response to the horrid events in New York and 
Washington last September, followed by the hastily 
prepared Bill C-36, some of Canada’s leading legal aca- 
demics held a symposium in mid November at the 
University of Toronto Law School. Papers presented 
at the symposium (25 in all) were published one week 
later in The Security of Freedom (edited by Daniels, 
Macklem and Roach). All but a few of these legal ex- 
perts roundly criticized the Bill, largely on the basis 
that it eroded civil liberties, gave the police and au- 
thorities uncalled-for power, and generally struck a 
disturbing imbalance between realistic needs for secu- 
rity and the civil rights of Canadian citizens—rights 
which it has taken, the experts noted, a century to es- 
tablish and develop. 

Many of the academics rightly point out that Bill C- 
36 represents a reintroduction, if not an expansion, of 
draconian state powers found in the government’s first 
Overreaction to internal crises — the War Measures Act 
of 1914 — and later in the Emergencies Act. How dis- 
turbing it was, then, to discover that in 445 pages of 
critical legal analysis, not a single contributor could 
muster the courage or honesty to identify the principal 
victims of the fruits of the 1914 War Measures Act. 

Professor Luciuk (Department of Politics and Eco- 
nomics at Royal Military College in Kingston and ad- 
junct professor in the Department of Geography at the 
University of Toronto) has no similar compunctions. 
In his re-write of the earlier A Time for Atonement, 
Luciuk has crafted a valuable source book about 
Canada’s first internment operations — particularly 
useful today, as several provinces have introduced the 
Internment tragedy into their high school curricula. And 
he makes no bones that the ranks of the “enemy aliens” 
were made up of thousands of Ukrainian and other East 
European immigrants — 8,579 internees in all, housed 
in 24 “concentration camps” (as they are termed in fed- 
eral government documents), along with tens of thou- 
sands who were required to report to police and local 
officials. Countless others were, pursuant to the War 
Time Elections Act, simply denaturalized for no co- 
gent reason — Canada’s first denaturalization program, 
the precursor to Elinor Caplan and Anne McLellan’s 
baseless recent policy, with Ukrainians once again the 
main targets, and victims. 

Does history repeat itself? Consider these sentiments 


found in Luciuk’s book about “enemy aliens”, expressed 
by fellow Canadians during the period of the Great War. 
Compare them to the rhetoric by which the North 
American media today scandalously demonize Arabs, 
Muslims and Palestinians: 

e “A delegation of Anglo-Canadians went to the 
Manitoba Parliament to petition that all Ukrainians in 
Manitoba should be intemed and deported.” (У. Lysenko 
in Men in Sheepskin й 

» “We find "АПепз" at present ‘bosses’ and some of 
them have various other easy jobs. I wonder if some of 
these ‘Shifters’ in Camp ever put themselves in the place 
of the boys who fought to make Canada а “White Man’s 
Country.’” (Editorial in the Porcupine Advance, Janu- 
ary 1920). 

» “I say unhesitatingly that every enemy alien who 
was interned during the war is today just as much an 
enemy as he was during the war, and I demand of this 
Government that each and every alien in this dominion 
should be deported at the earliest opportunity. Cattle 
ships are good enough for them.” (Herbert Clements, 
М.Р., March, 1919). 

» “You people make me sick. I have no sympathy for 
you. You come here and live in our country and take all 
its privileges and when acrisis like this comes you walk 
up and say you are foreigners. If there was any pos- 
sible way I could put you to work for the Government 
for $1.10 a day, I would.” (Justice Ferguson’s remarks 
quoted in the Globe, June, 1918). 

Luciuk’s book, though succinct, contains a wealth of 
poignant historical photographs, pertinent archival 
documents, a thorough bibliography, and liberal refer- 
ences to contemporary newspaper accounts (239 in to- 
tal) reflecting the public mood of the day. Combined 
with a stirring Foreword by Ian Hunter (formerly of 
the Faculty of Law at the University of Western 
Ontario), and a cover painting by renowned British 
Columbian artist Peter Shostak, this book stimulates 
Canada’s unavoidable coming to grips with the darker 
episodes of its history. After decades of neglect at the 
hands of historians, not to mention broken promises by 
politicians, the story of the internment of Ukrainian Ca- 
nadians and others has finally come into the open. Or, 
as the author aptly points out: “Some have tried to kill 
Canadian history by burying what happened to these 
innocent men, women and children. They have lost.” 

Professor Luciuk will appear at this work’s book- 
launch in Edmonton at the Ukrainian Youth Unity Com- 
plex on March 1, 2002 at 7:30 p.m. 

(Eugene Harasymiw, LL.B. is Chair of the Civil Lib- 
erties Committee of the Alberta Ukrainian Self-Reli- 
ance League.) 


THIRTY-SIXTH ANNUAL SHEVCHENKO LECTURE 


«Мгіуа?: Ukrainian Achievements 
in Aerospace Science and Technology 


Speaker: 
Dr. Ostap Hawaleshka 


Emeritus Professor, University of Manitoba 
First Executive Director, Science and Technology Center in Ukraine (STCU) 
President, Canada-Ukraine Foundation; Order of Canada Recipient 


Friday, 8 March, 7:30 p.m. 
Alberta Aviation Museum, 11410-Kingsway, Edmonton 


Lecture to be followed by the official opening of the “Mriya Exhibition” featuring scale 
reproductions of airplane types designed and manufactured by the Antonov Aircraft 
Corporation of Kyiv, as well as of rockets and space technology produced by KB Pivdenne 
of Dnipropetrovsk. Among the works on display will be models of the world’s largest 
airplane, "АМ-225 Мпіуа", and the “Zenith” rocket of “Sea Launch” fame. 


Sponsored by: 
The Ukrainian Professional and Business Club, Edmonton 
The Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies, University of Alberta 


For further information, please contact: / 
The Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies: (780) 492-2972; e-mail: cius@ti alberta.ca 
or the Alberta Aviation Museum: 451-1175 
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Community activist awarded 
Ukrainian community activist Fiona Pelech recently received an award 
for outstanding volunteerism in commemoration of the International Year 
of the Volunteer. Fiona was nominated by St. John’s Ukrainian Orthodox 


Parish. The award was presented by Minister Anne McLellan, Member of 
Parliament for Edmonton West. 


Bandurist Chorus elects 
new officers 


(UBC)—The Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus elected and confirmed a new 
set of officers at its 26th biannual meeting on Feb. 16 in Detroit. 

Anatoli W. Murha was re-elected President of the Executive Board for 
a second term. The other newly elected members are as follows: First 
Vice President, Arnold Birko; Second Vice President, John Kytasty; Sec- 
retary, Bohdan Pryjma; Treasurer, Wolodymyr Murha; Archivist, Dr. Ivan 
Kernisky; Chorus Elder, Bohdan Sklierenko; Associate Members: Andrij 
Sklierenko, Ihor Kusznir, Roman Skypakewych, Esq. and Mykola 
Schidowka. The membership also unanimously agreed to retain Maestro 
Oleh Mahlay as Artistic Director and Conductor, with Oleh Moroz, Orest 
Sklierenko, and George Metulynsky completing the Artistic Council. 

The meeting highlighted Chorus projects over the past two years, which 
included joint Christmas concerts with the Vesnivka Choir of Toronto, a 
Sacred Music Concert Series, and the Chorus’ short tour of Ukraine dur- 
ing Ukraine’s 10th anniversary of Independence. The UBC officially rep- 
resented the Ukrainian-American community throughout various concerts 
in Kyiv. 

This male chorus is based in Detroit, but has members throughout North 
America: Alberta, Maryland, Michigan, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, 
Ontario and Pennsylvania. The Chorus has preserved and promoted the 
art of the bandura by amassing an extensive discography, and by touring 
North America, Europe, and Australia. The Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus 
are laureates of the Shevchenko State Prize, Ukraine’s highest cultural 
award. 
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Andrew Gregorovich points to the gold Kul Oba Vase, which shows the Scythians, were Europeans not Mongols. 
This famous Scythian artifact was found in a kurhan in 1830 in Crimea region of Ukraine and is now in a 


Russian Museum in St. Petersburg. 


Toronto lecture explores the 
mystery of the Scythians 


By Marco Levytsky 
With Files from the Ucrainica Research Institute 

Perhaps the most important mystery about the 
Scythians, who live in parts of Ukraine between 700 
and 200 B.C., is whether they could be ancestors of 
modem-day Ukrainians, said the speaker at a lecture pre- 
sented at the Ukrainian Cultural Centre in Toronto on 
Feb. 1. 

“As soon as scientific DNA tests are made and com- 
pared between the Scythian skeletons and present-day 
Ukrainians we will be able to say with certainty what 
the relationship is,” said Andrew Gregorovich a former 
department head for 30 years in the University of Toronto 
Library system, a former member of the Academic Board 
of the University of Toronto and now the Senior Re- 
searcher at the Ukrainian Canadian Research & Docu- 
mentation Centre. 

“Tt is generally thought that the Ukrainian people are 
autochthonous (aboriginal), that it did not immigrate to 
the territory of Ukraine but is historically descended from 
the original inhabitants, probably speaking Proto-Indo- 
European. This has already been proven correct by sci- 
entists for the majority of the population of the country. 
Probably DNA testing will discover that the Scythians 
still survive genetically in part of the population of 
Ukraine,” he added. 

Gregorovich said that it is generally thought by aca- 
demics that there is no relationship between them. 

“However, I noticed a surprising design on a Scythian 
clay pot from 650 B.C. It is a triangular crosshatch de- 
sign which is identical to one used on Ukrainian pysanky 
today. There is also a second design which is similar to 
a pysanka design. So it seems that at least some of the 
roots and traditions of Ukrainian culture, such as the 
Panakhyda held after a person’s death, that can be traced 
back 2,500 years to Scythia,” he said. 

Gregorovich said that according to one theory all Indo- 
European peoples and languages originated in northwest- 
em Ukraine. 

“Although the question is not settled it is possible that 
some Scythian blood and some traditions have survived 
in the Ukrainian nation today. For example, the rever- 
ence for wheat. Maybe some Scythian tribe, plowmen, 
or farmers mentioned by Herodotus, who grew wheat in 
Scythia, are the ancestors of the Slavic Ukrainians of 
today,” he explained. 

Gregorovich also said the Scythians left their mark 
on the names of the rivers of Ukraine today since “dan” 
or “don” means river in the Scythian-Iranian language. 

“We have, starting in the west, the Danube, which 
touches the western border of Ukraine, the Dnister 
(anister), Dnipro or Dnieper (Danipro), the Donets and 
the Don Rivers in the east.” 

The lecture, entitled “The Mystery of the Scythians”, 
sponsored by the Ucrainica Research Institute, was the 
first of several lectures announced by Thor Steciw, Presi- 
dent of the Institute. 

Gregorovich, who has been studying the Scythians 
for 35 years, is the author of Scythia and Scythian Gold 
published as Forum magazine no. 103-104 in 2001 and 
the Scythian Bibliography of 675 entries published in 
2002. 

The Scythians are considered the world’s first horse- 
men and they were considered among the finest ancient 


warriors and archers because in 513 B.C. they defeated 
mighty King Darius the Great of Persia. Herodotus, 
the ancient Greek “Father of History” visited Scythia 
about 460 B.C. and dedicated his Book Four to an- 
cient Scythia. Gregorovich said that Herodotus and 
especially the research of archeologists in this past 
century have given us a window on Scythia. 

The Bible mentions the Scythians three times since 
they ruled the Middle East (Israel and Babylon) for 
28 years. Gregorovich also said that there may be a 
relationship between the Scyths and Scots, based on 
the similarity of the names. Scot and Scyt both origi- 
nally meant archer. 

He offered a brief comment on the discovery of 

Amazon graves which proves the ancient Amazons 
actually existed in Ukraine and were more than a Greek 
myth. 
“Perhaps these women warriors were merely 
Scythian women who took up arms at times when their 
men were away. Enemies who attacked them may have 
been surprised to discover that they were fighting 
women and from this perhaps the myth grew. 

He also noted have found the remains of the oldest 
known horse ridden by a man, between 4000 and 4350 
B.C., in Dereivka, Ukraine. 

The Dereivka Stallion skull and mandible is housed 
in the collection of the Institute of Zoology, National 
Academy of Sciences of Ukraine in Kyiv. This horse 
had “a very large skull, a comparatively light build, a 
narrow and long snout, an insignificantly wide fore- 
head, small teeth and a well developed brain case.” 

Gregorovich noted that since Herodotus said the 
Scythians came from the East it was assumed for many 
centuries that they were a short, yellow, Mongol 
people. 

“However we now know a different picture of the 
Scythians as a result of the finds of archeologists. We 
have two archeological sources which gave us a dif- 
ferent picture of the physical appearance of the 
Scythians. First of all since 1830 we have had the gold 
Kul Oba vase from Crimea which clearly depicts 
Scythians as Europeans in appearance not Mongols. 
Many subsequent finds also confirm this fact. On the 
other hand the finds in “Siberian” Scythia show a 
Mongol appearance.” 

Scythian Gold artifacts found in hundreds of kurhan 
burial mounds (one kurhan had 1,200 gold artifacts) 
are made of exquisite gold. The mystery has been: 
who created them? In the past century it was thought 
Greek craftsmen made all of them but Gregorovich 
suggested that some researchers now think they are 
the work of Scythian craftsmen. In particular, the great- 
est work of Scythian gold art, the Kyiv Pectoral from 
Tovsta Mohyla kurhan found 1971, according to 
Gregorovich, must have been created by a Scythian 
artisan goldsmith. He calls it the Kyiv Pectoral be- 
cause it is on exhibit in the Pecherska Lavra museum 
in Kyiv. 

Gregorovich also pointed out a possible connection 
between Scythia and the Greek legend of Jason and 
the Argonauts, who went searching for a Golden Fleece 
in Colchis, located next to Зсушіа south-east in the 
Kuban/Caucasus region at thé eastern end of the Black 
Sea. 
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Prominent sociologist examines 
most recent wave of immigration 


By Andrij Makuch, 

Research Co-ordinator, Ukrainian 
Canadian Programme, Canadian 
Institute of Ukrainian Studies 

Professor Wsewolod Isajiw, a 
prominent Ukrainian-Canadian so- 
ciologist, recently revealed some 
preliminary findings from a 
groundbreaking study of the latest 
wave of Ukrainian immigrants to 
Canada. Speaking at the University 
of Toronto on Jan. 28 at a seminar 
co-sponsored by the Canadian Insti- 
tute of Ukrainian Studies and the 
Petro Jacyk Program for the Study 
of Ukraine, Professor Isajiw ad- 
dressed the question of “Fourth 
Wave Immigrants from Ukraine, 
1991-2001: Results of a New 
Study.’ 

The information presented at this 
event was gathered in the course of 
a wide-ranging study. The research 
was undertaken by Prof. Isajiw 
(Robert F. Harney Professor Emeri- 
tus of Ethnic, Immigration, and Plu- 
talism Studies, U of T) Prof. Victor 
Satzewich (Sociology, McMaster 
University), and Ewhen Duvalko 
(Executive Director, Canadian 
_ Ukrainian Immigrant Aid Society) 
with the assistance of Iroida 
Wynnyckyj and Katya Duvalko. The 
Heritage Foundation of the First 
Security Federal Savings Bank of 
Chicago (Julian Kulas, President) 
provided funding for the project. 

The object of study — the so- 
called ‘fourth-wave’ — are those 
Ukrainians who came to North 
America from 1991 to 2001 (and 
continue to arrive even today). 
Isajiw estimated their number to be 
approximately 18-20,000 in Canada 
and at least 100,000 in the United 
States. He added that ‘technically’ 
he would call this a ‘fifth wave’ of 
Ukrainian immigration, as it was 
preceded by Ukrainian immigrants 
from Poland in the 1980s, but was 
amenable to considering it as a the 
second phase of a ‘fourth wave.’ 

The information gathered for the 
project came from 304 interviews 
conducted in the Toronto area be- 
tween November 2000 and January 
2001. The interviews consisted of 
161 questions, and were conducted 
by 10 research assistants, who them- 
selves were mainly recent arrivals. 
The data from the study is still be- 
ing analyzed, so that the seminar 
should, emphasized Prof Isajiw, be 
regarded as the results of a work in 
progress. 

The study - and the seminar - 
addressed two major questions. The 
first: how well are the new Ukrai- 
nian Canadians are adapting to the 
Canadian economic system? This is 
examined within the context of 
Canada’s immigration policy which, 
from the mid-1970s to late 2001 (a 
major overhaul of Canadian immi- 
gration policy was announced re- 
cently), sought to match immigrants 
directly with existing labor needs. 
The second: how well, if at all, do 
the new immigrants integrate into 
Toronto’s Ukrainian community? 
This is considered through the prism 
of the theory posed by Louis Hartz 
(a sociologist best known for his 
study The Founding of New Societ- 
ies) that for a long time new immi- 
grants live by issues which were sig- 
nificant to them in their home coun- 
try before their departure. 

Getting into the subject matter 
proper, Isajiw provided a basic pro- 
file of the immigrants. Ninety per 
cent were born in Ukraine, and 90 
per cent came as independent immi- 
grants (the remaining 10 per cent 
arrived sponsored). Just over one- 


Professor Wsewolod Isajiw 


quarter (26 per cent) have taken 
Canadian citizenship. They are di- 
vided almost equally between males 
and females. Most (78.6 per cent) 
are married, while 11 per cent are 
single and 9 per cent divorced or 
separated. Their average age upon 
arrival was 35.4, while their aver- 
age age at the time of being inter- 
viewed was 39, indicating that they 
had been in Canada, on average, for 
just over 3.5 years. An interesting 
statistic — considering the Toronto 
housing market — was that 22 per 
cent were homeowners. Seventeen 
per cent had no children, while 31.9 
per cent had one and 45 per cent had 
two. Eighty-nine per cent were 
working full-time, although only 43 
per cent used specific skills acquired 
in Ukraine in their work. The prin- 
cipal area from which they emi- 
grated was ‘Greater’ Ukraine (ie, 
Central and Eastern Ukraine, 50 per 
cent), with Western Ukraine (Galicia 
and Bukovyna) following at 41 per 
cent, and Southern Ukraine (and 
‘other’ regions) coming in at 9 per 
cent. Significantly, 26 per cent of all 
those who emigrated from Ukraine 
to Canada came from Kyiv and 24 
per cent from Lviv. 

Later in the seminar, Isajiw noted 
the high educational achievement of 
the immigrants: 12.8 per cent had 
degrees from an uchylyshche or a 
tekhnikum, 37 per cent from an 
Instytut, and 36.1 per cent from a 
university. As well, he noted their 
religious affiliation (at the time of 
emigration) as being split between 
Ukrainian Orthodox (37 per cent), 
Russian Orthodox (16 per cent), 
Catholics (27 per cent), and non-be- 
lievers (11 per cent). 

Isajiw noted that while Ukrainian 
immigrants were fairly well inte- 
grated into the Canadian economy, 
they generally tended to be over- 
qualified for the work they were 
doing. As such, Canada has done 
very well by Ukrainian immigration. 

A host of statistics preceded this 
conclusion. Regarding employment 
before and after emigration, Isajiw 
noted that the field of computing be- 
came significantly more significant 
for immigrants (with the ratio of 
their employment in this field ris- 
ing from of 15.2 per cent while in 
Ukraine to 20.1 after arriving in 
Canada). Business and entrepre- 
neurship also saw a rise, from 3.4 
per cent to 6.4 per cent. Engineer- 
ing (an astonishing decline from 
22.4 percent to 0.7 per cent) and 
‘professional’ work (12.1 per cent 
to 3.7 per cent) as well as work in 
the humanities (13.8 per cent to 2.0 
per cent) and ‘management’ (7.6 рег 
cent to 2.7 per cent) took sharp 
dives. Non-skilled manual labor, 
meanwhile, experienced a tempo- 
rary spike from 0.0 per cent (in 
Ukraine) to 19.1 per cent as a ‘first 


job’ (in Canada) to a (then) current 
level of 4.0 per cent. 

The speaker also examined the 
issues of ‘Difficulty Finding Work’ 
(where lack of Canadian contacts 
and Canadian experience, as well as 
alack of English fluency were cited 
as major problems) and “Attitudes 
and Opinions’ (in which it emerged 
— in unrelated questions — that al- 
most half of the respondents felt that 
they were overqualified for their 
current job, yet over half were gen- 
erally satisfied with their jobs). 

Isajiw then turned to the integra- 
tion of the new immigrants into the 
Ukrainian community, the other 
major question addressed by the 
study. The conclusion was un- 
equivocal: new arrivals have not 
linked up with the kromada in any 
significant way, Their active partici- 
pation in existing Ukrainian organi- 
zations stood at 9 per cent and in 
Ukrainian organizations for new ar- 
rivals at 4 per cent. Their attendance 
of activities sponsored by Ukrainian 
organizations was 8.0 per cent ‘very 
often,’ 23.7 per cent ‘time to time,’ 
20.1 per cent ‘rarely,’ and 48.2 per 
cent ‘never.’ Even informally the 
new immigrants have maintained a 
certain social distance from local 
Ukrainian Canadians: less than 27 
per cent agreed or strongly agreed 
that it was “easy to make friends 
with Ukrainian Canadians’ (com- 
pared to just over 41 per cent for 
making friends with non-Ukrainian 
Canadians). 

Nevertheless, the new arrivals by 
and large are interested in Ukrainian 
matters. A full 92.3 per cent indi- 
cated that they felt it was important 
to pass on a sense of Ukrainian cul- 
ture to their children, 50 per cent 
sent their children to a Ukrainian 
school, and 24 per cent sent their 
children to dance lessons. Almost 82 
per cent read Ukrainian-Canadian 
newspapers often or from time-to- 
time, while 66.8 maintained a strong 
interest in Ukrainian politics. 

In conclusion, Isajiw reiterated his 
major findings and revisited some 
of his statistics on language (which 
are not mentioned in this reportage) 
and cultural identification. He also 
noted that the Russian-Ukrainian 
language mix among the recent ar- 
rivals, to some degree an object of 
derision among local Ukrainian Ca- 
nadians, is still very common and 
unlikely to change in the foreseeable 
future. 

A number of significant matters 
were raised during the subsequent 
question-and-answer session. The 
first question asked how represen- 
tative a sample was the group stud- 
ied, given the fact that the name list 
for possible interviewees was gen- 
erated from a Canadian Ukrainian 
Immigrant Aid Society list. Isajiw 
replied that the fact that the list in- 
cludes over half of the fourth-wave 
immigrants renders it fairly neutral 
in scope and that the names were 
picked at random from it. 

As we//, socio-linguistic and re- 
gional questions were raised. Ques- 
tions were asked about the recent 
immigrants’ relations with the large 
Russophone population in the 
Toronto region as well as the impact 
of the close Galician/Ukrainophone 
identification upon the survey re- 
sults. Regarding the former, Prof 
Isajiw noted that the matter was sim- 
ply never explored; as for the latter, 
he added that the data is still very 
“fresh” and has not yet been exam- 
ined. 


Filmmaker John Paskievich speaks ith the сиіебіВ at the Provincial 
Museum of Alberta. 


=e explores 
the angst of living in 
two worlds 


By Marco Levytsky 

Juxtaposing interviews of Ukrainian Canadian sons and daughters of 
“Displaced Person”, refugees who immigrated to Canada following World 
War II, with the reminiscences of people in Western Ukraine who lived 
through the inter-war Polish occupation, the wartime Nazi occupation and 
the subsequent Soviet “liberation” was a deliberate move designed to let 
the audience share the feeling of “living in two worlds”, says the director 
of the documentary “My Mother’s Village”. 

“T wasn’t sure it was going to work because what I have is two separate 
films at once,” said John Paskievich, at a question and answer session 
following a screening of his film at the Provincial Museum of Alberta in 
Edmonton, Feb. 8. 

“So you could see that as a negative or you could see that as a positive. 
I took a chance. And it was a deliberate move. I wanted the audience to 
live in both worlds by showing Ukraine and having individuals like a lot 
of people in the audience on the screen. It was to give an illustration of 
this kind of schizophrenia,” he said. 

“T always experienced a certain kind of angst about being Ukrainian — 
living in the Ukrainian world and living the Canadian world and I wasn’t 
sure that angst was my own,” Paskievich said in explaining why he chose 
to do this particular film. 

“I suspected I wasn’t the only one, because I’d heard little stories that 
people had here and there, so I decided to explore it. That’s one thing. The 
other thing was that I wanted to bear witness to my generation — the sons 
and daughters of Displaced Persons. There’s been a lot of work on the 
done on the first wave of immigration and the second wave of immigra- 
tion in books and magazine articles and in films, but I can’t think of one 
film that was specifically done about the DPs. So I wanted to do that.” 

In the $300,000 film — his sixth — Paskievich intersperses interviews 
with five Ukrainian Canadians — Winnipeg broadcaster Bohdana Bashuk, 
Toronto filmmaker Halya Kuchmij, Calgary-raised author George Melnyk, 
Vancouver-based dancer Lecia Poluan and Montreal writer Fran 
Ponomarenko, with those of his relatives and other inhabitants of his 
mother’s former village in Lviv Oblast near the Polish border done during 
two visits in Christmas of 1999 and Easter the following year. (See also 
“Film explores post-war Ukrainian immigrant legacy” and “My Mother’s 
Village traces an intimate journey of discovery”, Ukrainian News, De- 
cember 27, 2001 — January 22, 2002.) 

He says he interviewed a total of 40 Ukrainian Canadians and “every 
story was interesting.” 

“If it were a book they would all be there” 

Paskievich, who won Canada’s hugest filmmaking award, the Genie, 
for his 1983 documentary Ted Baryluk’s Grocery, says he may release a 
version of his documentary for the Ukrainian market once he raises enough 
money to provide subtitles for the English-language speakers. 

During the question and answer period he was asked what is the main 
message Ukrainians can give the world as, for example, the British can 
say they gave the world parliamentary democracy. 

“The word is survival, that they've managed, under all kinds of situa- 
tions, to be what they say they are Ukrainians and all kinds є people 
said there’s no such thing,” he replied. % 

But if you have enough people get together and say we are who we are, 

I think there’s a lesson there.” 
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Impeachment пої оп agenda 

(RFE/RL)—Parliamentary speaker Ivan Plyushch оп Feb. 8 
denied earlier reports by a number of Ukrainian media out- 
lets that the Verkhovna Rada put the issue of President 
Kuchma’s impeachment on the agenda of its current session, 
Interfax reported. The Verkhovna Rada on Feb. 7 voted 282 
to one to include that issue on the agenda, Interfax reported. 


Kuchma may head election bloc 
(RFE/RL)—Presidential administration chief Volodymyr 
Lytvyn, who leads the For a United Ukraine election bloc, 
told journalists on Feb. 14 that President Leonid Kuchma has 
expressed his readiness to lead a planned For a United Ukraine 
Party, UNIAN reported. “Our agreement on the creation of 
the For a United Ukraine election bloc envisions two princi- 
pal tasks - the creation of a parliamentary caucus and the cre- 
ation of a pro- presidential party on the basis of the bloc. The 
president is ready to head the party in the stage of its forma- 
tion,” Lytvyn said. 


Kuchma cancels suspension decree 


(RFE/RL)—President Leonid Kuchma has annulled his de- 
cree of Feb. 11 ordering Kyiv Mayor Oleksandr Omelchenko 
to take leave for the period of the election campaign, Interfax 
reported on Feb. 19. Omelchenko is running for the parlia- 
ment on the election list of the Unity Party he leads, as well 
as for the post of Kyiv mayor in the local elections which 
will be held on the same day as the parliamentary ones. 
Kuchma’s decision followed a meeting with Omelchenko on 
Feb. 18. The details of the meeting have not been made known. 


Russia to keep hands off elections 

(Eastern Economist)—Ukraine is going through a decisive 
point in its election campaign, said Russian Ambassador 
Viktor Chernomyrdin during a meeting with Premier Anatoliy 
Kinakh and Foreign Minister Anatoliy Zlenko dedicated to 
the tenth anniversary of diplomatic relations between the coun- 
tries, Feb. 14. Chernomyrdin said the Russian Federation 
would not interfere in Ukraine’s parliamentary election. “It 
would be unbecoming for us, the Russians, to identify our 
likes or dislikes among Ukrainian candidates,” he said. 


Symonenko gets egg on his face 

(Eastern Economist)—Meeting with people in the Truskavets 
district of Kyiv Feb. 15, Communist leader Petro Symonenko 
was pelted with eggs. At the time, Symonenko was speaking 
on Ukraine Without Kuchma, the corruption of state authori- 
ties, “criminal” privatization, and was criticizing the blocs 
For a United Ukraine and Our Ukraine. 


Eight pilots dies in crash 


(RFE/RL)— A Ukrainian An-12 cargo plane crashed on Feb. 
7 in southern Morocco, killing eight pilots on board, Interfax 
reported, quoting a government official. 


Five miners die in blast 

(RFE/RL)—A methane explosion killed five miners at a coal 
mine in Krasnoarmiysk, Donetsk Oblast, on Feb. 14, Interfax 
reported. Some 40 miners have died in accidents at Ukrai- 
nian coal mines so far this year. 


Kuchma wants Ukraine to join EU by 2011 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma told a gov- 
егатепі meeting on Feb. 8 that Ukraine must join the Euro- 
pean Union by 2011, Interfax reported. Kuchma noted that to 
qualify for EU membership, Ukraine should secure annual 
economic growth of between 5-7 percent, join the World Trade 
Organization by the end of 2003, and create a free-trade zone 
with Central and Eastern European countries by 2004, Reuters 
reported. 


Poland will require visas next fall 


(Eastern Economist)—Poland is planning to introduce visa 
regime with Ukraine, Russia and Belarus next fall, reported 
Deutsche Welle, Feb. 7. The next regular meeting of the Pol- 
ish government will endorse the final schedule for introduc- 
ing visas for citizens of the three countries. Poland is a candi- 
date for accession to the European Union, which is pushing 
for tough borders and visa policies along its expanding east- 
ern frontier. 


Poles plan Odesa Consulate 


(Eastern Economist)—A Polish delegation visited Odesa Feb. 
6 to review plans to open a consulate in the city in 2002. 
Polish Foreign Affairs Manager Andrey Kocharovski said it 
would be difficult to choose a building for the consulate, since 
all the buildings he had seen in Odesa were “perfect.” Poland 
also plans to open a consulate in Lutsk. 


Latvia, Ukraine discuss agreements 
(RFE/RL)—Latvian Foreign Minister Indulis Berzins and his 
Ukrainian counterpart Anatoliy Zlenko discussed bilateral re- 
lations in Riga on Feb. 6 and agreed to continue working on 
several draft agreements, including ones on protection of clas- 
sified information, cooperation in culture, and the fight against 
economic and financial violations, BNS reported. Zlenko ex- 
pressed support for Latvia’s efforts to join the EU and NATO 
and noted that joining those structures are also priorities of 
Ukrainian foreign policy. 
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Gender issues in the election campaign 


By Taras Kuzio 

(RFE/RL)—In the late Soviet era, fixed quotas ensured that 
one-half of seats in local councils and a third of the seats in 
Ukraine’s Supreme Soviet were allocated to women of the 
Ukrainian SSR. In Ukraine’s three parliaments elected in 1990, 
1994, and 1998, women’s representation initially declined and 
then slightly increased from 2.9 to 4.6 to its current 8 per- 
cent, but it still lags far behind that of the Soviet era. Never- 
theless, women’s issues continue to remain marginal to the 
concerns of mainstream politicians in Ukraine. 

In the March 1998 parliamentary elections, only one party 
— Ше All-Ukrainian Party Women’s Initiative (VPZhI) — 
campaigned on a gender platform. Its result of 0.58 percent 
of the vote placed it 22nd on the list of 30 blocs and parties 
competing in that ballot. 

In contrast, Women for the Future (ZhzM), one of two elec- 
tion groups in the current election campaign with a gender 
platform, has scored far more impressive results in opinion 
polls, which have averaged between 6-7 percent. These fig- 
ures ensure that the group will easily pass the 4 percent vot- 
ing barrier to qualify for the distribution of 225 seats con- 
tested under a proportional system. According to a January 
poll by the Ukrainian Institute for Social Studies, 10 percent 
of women and 2 percent of men will vote for Women for the 
Future. 

Within Ukraine’s 130 registered political parties, five are 
devoted to women’s issues. The VPZhI, registered in Octo- 
ber 1997, is the oldest of these. It is also the only party based 
outside Kyiv, in Kharkiv. Three others are also small parties 
— the Women’s Party of Ukraine (registered in March 1997), 
the Women’s People Party United (September 1998), and the 
Solidarity with Women Party (December 1999). 

Women for the Future’s rise to third place in popularity 
among the 35 election blocs and parties has been meteoric. 
Its registration on March 30 of last year was suspiciously only 
aday before the deadline for parties to be registered to ensure 
they could compete in the March 31 parliamentary elections. 
Within less than a year, Women for the Future has managed 
to allegedly attract 320,000 members within 500 branches, 
an impressive figure when compared to the Communist Party’s 
140,000 members. 

Women for the Future is led by individuals with ties to the 
former Soviet Ukrainian nomenklatura and to Leonid Kuchma 
when he was prime minister in 1992-93. According to Pro- 
fessor Alexandra Hrycak, a Western expert on gender in 
Ukraine, the ideology of Women for the Future is Soviet and 
not in tune with gender issues and the women’s rights move- 
ment in the West. Women for the Future does not oppose the 
Soviet-era stereotype of women’s role in politics being con- 
fined to areas such as maternal and child-welfare issues. 

Valentyna Dovzhenko, the head of Women for the Future, 
also heads the All-Ukrainian Voluntary Fund of Hope and 
Good (VDFND). She is also the former head of the now- 
defunct Ministry of Family and Youth Affairs, which was 
established in 1997. She is currently the head of the parlia- 
mentary Committee on Family and Youth. The head of the 
controlling committee of VDFND and the president of an- 
other NGO, the National Fund for the Social Defense of 
Mothers and Children, 15 Lyudmyla Kuchma. The VDFND 
was established by the Soviet-era Union of Ukrainian Women 
led by Maria Orlyk, a leading member of Women for the Fu- 
ure. 
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“The answer to the question of why the Women for the Fu- 
ture party has managed to become so popular so quickly is 
access to “administrative resources.” “Administrative re- 
sources” or closeness to centers of power, such as the execu- 
tive, ensure high popularity and victory in Ukraine’s elec- 
tions. Independent and thereby genuine women’s parties, such 
as the four women’s parties other than the ZhzM, stand little 
chance in elections when Women for the Future has execu- 
tive support and — more importantly — the backing of the 
country’s first lady, Lyudmyla Kuchma. The only other reg- 
istered gender party for the elections, the Women’s Party of 
Ukraine, has no access to these resources and has been un- 
able to attract any popularity. 

Women for the Future was created especially to ensure that 
another pro-presidential faction would exist in the next par- 
liament. It will therefore play the same role as the Greens in 
the 1998 elections, who were able to win 5.43 percent of the 
vote by targeting floating voters, the undecided, and those 
disillusioned with party politics. In this sense, Women for the 
Future campaigns on a platform of hostility to the very idea 
of the worthiness of party politics. The platform of Women 
for the Future and its traditional campaigning style appeals 
to women aged between 30-40 and centers on such issues as 
women’s rights, health (e.g. breast cancer), and domestic vio- 
lence. Women for the Future’s closeness to Ukraine’s first. 
lady has also drawn comparisons to the Yugoslavian United 
Party of the Left led by Slobodan Milosevic’s wife, Mira 
Markovich. 

Women for the Future has been defined as an “albino” by 
the weekly “Zerkalo Nedeli/Dzerkalo Tyzhnya” because it is 
devoid of any ideological platform. The party’s popularity 
has not grown because of advertising or rousing speeches in 
defense of women’s rights. On the contrary, its members have 
instead traveled around Ukraine distributing material assis- 
tance at schools, military bases, and factories. In Sumy and 
Kharkiv oblasts, foodstuffs have been distributed free of 
charge. In all rayons in Chernivtsi Oblast, “Photos for Mother” 
actions were undertaken in each school, kindergarten, library, 
and cultural clubs — free photos were made of children stand- 
ing next to Women for the Future party symbols. Afterward, 
presents were distributed free of charge to poor and needy 
families. Dovzhenko has denied that this is tantamount to 
drawing on “administrative resources” or that there was any- 
thing immoral in doing this. 

According to the Committee of Voters of Ukraine, a third 
of the distribution of free assistance by election blocs in 
Ukraine is undertaken by Women for the Future. Grandiose 
concerts by Ukrainian and Russian pop stars in towns and 
villages throughout Ukraine organized by the party cost some 
$100,000, according to “Zerkalo Nedeli/Dzerkalo Tyzhnya.” 
Yet, the party is vague about the sources of the funds to fi- 
nance the high cost of running such a brash campaign by 
Ukraine’s newest women’s party. 

Women for the Future is likely to enter the next Ukrainian 
parliament. But, this is not likely to advance women’s rights, 
in the sense understood by women’s movements in the West, 
because of the Soviet ideological influence on the party. In- 
stead, Ukraine will obtain another pro-presidential faction in 
parliament that differs little from other oligarchic factions led 
by the opposite gender. 

Taras Kuzio is a research associate at the Centre for Russian 
and East European Studies, University of Toronto.) 


Tensions high as MPs debate new twist in tape scandal 


(BBC Monitoring Service/Ukrayina Moloda)—Tensions 
were high in Ukraine’s parliament Feb. 12: the tape scandal 
was on the agenda. The debate was triggered by Oleksandr 
Zhyr, the head of the commission investigating the Heorhiy 
Gongadze case. 

Zhyr brought the results of an authenticity test held on the 
Melnychenko tapes in the United States. US experts say the 
tapes are authentic. The opposition says records made by 
former presidential security guard Mykola Melnychenko in 
the president’s office implicate President Leonid Kuchma in 
the murder of Gongadze and a host of other crimes. 

In the morning, a group of MPs crowded around the parlia- 
mentary rostrum, demanding that Zhyr be allowed to speak. 
They had their way. 

Apart from the Gongadze case, Zhyr briefly spoke about 
the attack on opposition MP Oleksandr Yelyashkevych. Ac- 


cording to Zhyr, an official report shedding new light on the 
MP’s beating is due in a few days. 

For his part, Yelyashkevych said he was planning legal ac- 
tion using the results of the US tests as evidence. Addressing 
his fellow MPs, he said parliament could no longer “keep 
pretending that nothing happened”. 

The leader of Our Ukraine, Viktor Yushchenko has also 
spoken about the test results. Yushchenko believes that the 
latest information suggesting that the records are authentic is 
“another step towards the truth”. 

The problem that has been persisting for one and a half 
year now is forcing the law-enforcement bodies and every- 
one else to seek the truth, according to the former prime min- 
ister. 

“This is one of the steps towards establishing the truth,” 
added Yushchenko. 


German school children offer compensation to Ukrainian Nazi slaves 


German school students on Feb. 11 presented a group of 
Ukrainians forced to work as slave laborers in their home- 
town for the Nazis during World War II with compensation 
worth nearly US$15,000 from funds the young people col- 
lected themselves, reported The Associated Press. 

Twenty-seven students from 16 to 18 years old, who stud- 
ied World War П and Nazi atrocities, decided to find all former 
workers forced by the Nazis to work in their native city of 
Gersthofen and collect money for them, their history teacher 
Bernhard Lehmann, said. 

Authorities in Gersthofen refused the students access to 
the city’s archives, and only a court decision allowed the chil- 
dren to continue their project, Lehmann said. The Gersthofen 
archives revealed the names of about 90 Nazi laborers from 


Russia, Ukraine and Poland, but the Ukrainian Mutual Un- 
derstanding and Reconciliation Fund was the only institution 
that responded on the students’ request for information. Of 
the 60 Ukrainians listed in the archives, only 16 survived. 
They received about US$900 each. 

The students worked during their spare time and gathered 
money from private donations across Germany, Lehmann said. 
“We want ... to ask you for forgiveness for everything that 
you had to bear,” the students said in their letter to the former 
Nazi slaves. 

A quarter of Ukraine’s population died during the Nazi 
occupation and in battles between German forces and the Red 
Army. Two million more were sent to concentration camps 
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Canada-Ukraine mine Baku has no oil for 
construction JV underway | Odesa-Brody line 


(Eastern Economist)—Azerbaijan First Deputy Premier Abbas Abbassov 
said on Feb. 14 that his country did not have enough free oil rescurces to 
transport to Europe via Odesa-Brody pipeline this year. 

He said Caspian oil would be transported via the Baku-Supsa, Baku- 
Novorossiysk and Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan pipelines. 

He added that Azerbaijan was increasing oil extraction by 5 million 
tons annually and would be able to use Odesa-Brody in the future. 

Ukraine is looking for oil to transport via the recently completed Odesa- 
Brody line. The transporting capacity of the pipeline is 9 million tons per 
year. 

Abbassov also offered Ukrainian enterprises the chance to participate 


By John Watkyn Tompkins 

A mining project is underway in 
Ukraine, and the joint-venture part- 
ner in this project is Black Sea Min- 
erals Inc., a U.S. company whose 
head office is in Canada. - 

The head office of Black Sea Min- |й 
erals sits in downtown Vancouver § 
where Walter Stunder, President and рий 
Chief Executive Officer talked 
about the garnet project at Ivaniv, 
225 kilometres from Kyiv in a west- 


southwesterly direction. in privatizing or managing the Sumagitskiy Pipe Plant, as well as anum- 

Stunder said Black Sea Minerals ber of plants, which manufacture equipment for the oil and gas sector. 
had recently made “good progress” [= The Sumagitskiy plant can of producing 600,000 tons of pipes a year. 
by raising US$2.2 million to build a fF The offer could open Turkish markets to Ukraine. 
crushing plant at the quarry that has | During his visit to Ukraine, both counties signed six bilateral docu- 
yielded gamet at Ivaniv for 33 years. І 11 | ments regulating economic cooperation. 

Stunder explained that in the past, Walter Stunder and нене at their рарвароженя іп Ukraine, These include agreements to protect copyrighted materials and visa- 
ae from Ivaniv has gone mostly J free visits by citizens of the two countries, as well as cooperation between 
into building roads. will go in particular to customers in under a license from the local gov- | the countries’ railways. 

Номечстг. an the last decade, de Europe. ernment for the last eight years. | || де well, the Industrial Policy Ministry and the Azerbaijan Economic 
mand for garnet — a hard mineral The benefits of this development | The general director of ISQ is | 1). lopment Ministry signed У лак арк ою 
— has soared because of its indus- що Ukraine are easily recognizable: Valeriy Martinenko, a mining engi- | -©Y" OPED" 8 pibcnaggree aa з ах 
trial use as an abrasive. jobs: profits: and taxable income. ner who supervises the work of 150 | 0m in Ше machine-building sector. і 

Western Europe does not have а ~ the Ukrainian partner of Black employees, some of whom — Ukraine and Azerbaijan recorded a decline of almost 15% in trade tum- 
local supply of abrasive garnet, geo is Ivaniv Special Quarry (ISQ), Stunder said—have been seconded | Over in 2001. : : tes 2. 

Stunder said, and the output of high- the privatized industrial minerals to work at the abrasive garnet crush- 5 5 
quality, low-cost gamet from Ivaniv company that has operated the mine. ing plant. If you like this paper, but 


have not yet subscribed 


JKX Oil & Gas to restart 
investment program for Poltava 


propriate JPK’s 49 percent shareholding in PCC, but 
the Ukrainian court ruled this action was illegal. 

“The company believes that the registration brings 
to aclose the events surrounding a sustained two-year 
attack on its Ukrainian investment... The cost to the 
company to secure its PPC asset has been significant, 
approximately US$5 million over the last 24 months 
and has been met from operating cash flow.” 

“The constructive rulings of the Ukrainian judicial 
system are considered to provide a very positive indi- 
cation to the company and other western investors of 
the level of legal protection afforded to foreign inves- 
tors in Ukraine,” it added. 


Ensure you get each issue 
delivered to your home 


JKX Oil & Gas PLC on Feb. 12 said it intends to 
restart its investment program for development of 
Poltava Petroleum Co’s oil and gas producing licenses 
after it successfully registered the increased 66.2 per- 
cent stake in PPC with the Ukrainian authorities, reports 
АЕХ. 

JKX also said it is initiating discussions with the 
Ukrainian authorities on privatization of the remaining 
34.8 percent stake in PPC. Up until June 27 last year, 
JKX’s JP Kenny Exploration and Production Ltd sub- 
sidiary was in dispute with Ukraine over the size of its 
holding in on-shore reserves it had found. 

Ukraine’s State Property Fund had attempted to ex- 
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(Eastern Economist)—Ukraine posted a foreign trade 
surplus of US$489.6 million in 2001, down from $616.5 
million a year ago, the State Statistics Committee re- 
ported, Feb. 11. 

Russia was Ukraine’s main trading partner in 2001, 
accounting for 22.6% of exports and 36.9% of imports. 
Metal products accounted for about 31% of exports, 


funds deposited by individuals with commercial banks 
increased by Hr 397 million, 3.55% up from Hr 11.183 
billion to Hr 11.580 billion, the NBU reported. 

In January, hryvnia-denominated deposits rose by 
Hr 220 million, or 3.4% to Hr 6.690 billion. Deposits 
in foreign currency rose by an equivalent of $30 mil- 
lion, or 3.4% to $919.5 million. 


while oil and gas accounted for around 35% of imports 


in 2001. foreign currency fell Hr 965 million to Hr 13.480 bil- 
In January 2002, the amount of hryvnia-denominated lion. 


Briefly 


2001 investment increases 17.2% 


(Eastern Economist)—The State Statistics Committee reported on Feb. 
13 that investment volumes in the economy increased 17.2% in 2001, 
over 2000. The highest levels of investments were recorded in Kyiv city 
and Sumy, Odesa, Zakarpattia, Vinnytsia, Kherson, Ivano-Frankivsk and 
Kharkiv oblasts. 


In January, deposits by businesses in hryvnia and 


COST JUST GOT LOWER 


Eastern Economist now offers 
new overseas subscription rates 


Industrial production up 1.1% 


(Eastern Economist)—Industrial production grew 1.7% year-on-year in 
January, said Deputy Premier Vasyl Rohoviy, Feb. 14. There was a major 
drop in output in the metallurgy sector in January, partly due to the situa- 
tion on global markets, he said. But he noted that there was growth of 
18% in the engineering sector, 14% in the food industry and more than 
10% in the wood-processing sector. > ger: 
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Ukraine transits less oil in 2001 ій 
(BBC Monitoring Service/Interfax)—Ukraine’s oil transporting enterprises | | 
reduced the pumping of oil from 64.1 million tons in 2000 to 63.58million 
in 2001, or by 0.8 per cent, Mykhaylo Kalnychenko, director of the State 
Department for the Gas and Oil Industry, told a news conference on Feb. 
14 In particular, exports to West European countries fell by 7million tons, 
or 23.7 per cent, to 48.635million tons, he said. 


Bitficalk 


By Andrew F. Tully 

(RFE/RL)—U.S. government officials have told Congress 
they had no choice but to impose harsh trade sanctions on 
Ukraine because of what they called its weak laws against 
the counterfeiting of entertainment and computer software 
titles. 

American economists interviewed by RFE/RL say the high 
tariffs put on Ukrainian imports are a valid and even essen- 
tial way to protect American intellectual property. Otherwise, 
they say, Ukrainian counterfeiters will continue to steal soft- 
ware, music, and films without credible enforcement by Kyiv. 

Ukrainian piracy of music compact discs alone costs the 
international music industry between US$180 million and 
$250 million each year, according to industry estimates. Soft- 
ware manufacturers estimate their losses in the billions of 
dollars. 

If this counterfeiting persists, Ukraine may not meet its goal 
of joining the World Trade Organization (WTO) or the Euro- 
pean Union anytime soon. Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kuchma says he expects his country will join the WTO next 
year and the EU by 2011. 

On Jan. 17, after years of negotiations with the U.S. gov- 
ernment, the Verkhovna Rada, Ukraine’s parliament, passed 
anti-piracy legislation that Kuchma signed into law. But the 
measure falls short of American demands because it allows 
producers of CDs and other intellectual property to manufac- 
ture the material first, then apply for licenses that would make 
the products legitimate. The U.S. says this creates the poten- 
tial to manufacture more products than are licensed, paving 
the way for further counterfeiting. 

On Jan. 23, the U.S. government imposed 100 percent im- 
port tariffs on Ukrainian steel and 23 other goods that Wash- 
ington says will cost Ukraine about $75 million in lost trade 
a year. Kyiv estimates the loss at $470 million. 

The office of the U.S. Trade Representative rates countries 
that it says are violators of intellectual property rights in three 
categories: priority foreign countries, which it says are the 
worst violators; priority watch list countries, which it says 
are those that should be investigated; and watch list coun- 
tries, whose violations are of concern but not flagrant. The 
countries are ranked not only by how much piracy occurs 
within their borders, but on the strictness of their law against 
counterfeiting. 

Ukzaine 15 the only country to be ranked as a priority — 
the worst violator. Sixteen countries — including Hungary 
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U.S. stands by its sanctions over piracy 


and Russia — are in the priority watch list group. And 32 
countries are in the watch list group. They include Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, 
Romania, Slovakia, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. 

On Feb. 12, Peter Allgeier, the deputy U.S. trade represen- 
tative, testified during a hearing of the Senate Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee that Washington tries to work with other 
countries where the counterfeiting of intellectual property is 
widespread. 

For example, Allgeier said, America helps these countries 
draft legislation to effectively outlaw such piracy. This is es- 
pecially important for emerging democracies where — a de- 
cade ago — there was no such thing as private property. 

But this did not work with Ukraine, according to another 
U.S. official who testified. He is Allan Larson, the 
undersecretary of state for economic, business, and agricul- 
tural affairs. Larson said the U.S. worked with Ukrainian gov- 
ernment leaders on just such legislation, and for a while, he 
said, it appeared that Kyiv would adopt a strong anti-piracy 
law. But the Rada passed the less-effective measure, and 
Larson said the U.S. had no choice but to impose the import 
restrictions. 

“We worked very hard, for example, on Ukraine. I pushed 
them several times, talked with their trade ministers, their 
finance ministers, and we thought for a time that we had be- 
gun to turn around this problem of piracy. But they (Ukrai- 
nian officials) didn’t persist in turing around, and so we were 
quick to support the policy that Ambassador Allgeier dis- 
cussed, which was really taking back a significant amount of 
trade benefits.” 

One reason that piracy flourishes in Ukraine is easy to un- 
derstand. A legitimately produced music CD in Kyiv costs 
about $14 more than a counterfeit version. The difference 
represents about half the average monthly salary for most 
workers in Ukraine. 

Ukrainians who support the legislation that the U.S. says is 
too weak say that if tighter restrictions are imposed now, their 
country will be denied its rightful share of a future legitimate 
market once Ukraine’s economy grows enough to create de- 
mand for properly licensed CDs. 

Gerald O’Driscoll specializes in international economics 
and trade at the Heritage Foundation, a private research insti- 
tute in Washington. O’ Driscoll told RFE/RL that Ukraine’s 
apparent inability to break free from its socialist past, when 
ptivate property was outlawed, may be influencing the U.S. 


government’s view of Kyiv’s capacity to enforce anti-piracy 
laws. 

“T think it gets down to whether you believe that Ukraine 
has the legal and political infrastructure to enforce a law the 
Way it’s written. That is, will they prevent this [rampant pi- 
tacy] from happening? And I guess that what the U.S. роу- 
егатепі is saying is, they’re not so sure.” 

O’Driscoll says he understands the desire for Ukrainians 
to have access to music and software at prices they can af- 
ford. But he says it is the responsibility of their government 
to act as many of their neighbors have since the demise of 
communism in Eastern Europe. That is, he says, Kyiv must 
move the country more quickly toward a market economy 
where legitimate goods are not prohibitively expensive. 

“The ultimate solution to this is that countries grow, and as 
they become wealthier, the political support for enforcing 
intellectual property rights becomes stronger.” 

Until then, O’Driscoll says, Ukrainians will have to ine 
with either high prices for legitimate music and software, or 
take their chances with counterfeit goods. " 

Claude Barfield is an analyst of international trade at! the 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, another Wash- 
ington think tank. He says it would be wrong for the U.S. and 
other Western nations to ask less of the Ukrainian govern- 
ment when other, poorer countries are faithfully following 
stricter rules. 

“It’s not something that’s aimed at the Ukrainian. The thing 
to keep in mind is that this is a worldwide policy, and you can 
find countries that have lower per capita incomes than in 
Ukraine where this is being enfor 

Barfield also says he is not comfortable with the idea that 
somehow Ukrainians are not yet used to the idea of private 
property rights. He says there are plenty of entrepreneurs in 
Ukraine making money, and plenty of racketeers who steal 
from foreign companies, Ukrainian consumers, and even each 
other. 

Barfield says that as long as that economic culture flour- 
ishes, Ukraine will remain economically immature. 

“Living up to your intellectual property obligations is part 
of a package, and it betokens a frame of mind of the govern- 
ment that it wants to pull itself into the 21st century.” 

The focus of U.S. attention may be on Ukraine, but inter- 
national counterfeiting is flourishing in Russia, too. Piracy 
operations also exist in Belarus and Bulgaria and —to alesser 
extent — in the Czech Republic and Poland. 
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